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Drink More Milk Propaganda. 
By Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S. 


During a discussion at the Council of Agriculture for 


England, held on January 26th, Mr. G. Dallas moved a. 


resolution to the effect that steps should be taken to bring 
to the notice of the public the food value of milk with the 
object of increasing its consumption. 

He said, as reported on p. 101 of the Veterinary Record, 
No. 5, Vol. iii., February Ist, 1928, that the Medical Officer 
of Health for London had stated of the samples of milk 
taken in 1924, 25 per cent. contained tubercle bacilli, 
whilst in 1926, 0-0 per cent. contained tubercle bacilli. 

The Morning Post and Daily Telegraph ot January 27th, 
1928, in their respective reports of the same meeting, 
give the following figures of samples containing tubercle 
bacilli :-— 


1924 ... 25 per cent. 
1926 


The Empire Marketing Board were in negotiation with 
the view of launching a campaign to urge people to drink 
more milk and proposed spending £100,000, beginning next 
April. 

Nothing in these reports contained any reference to 
samples taken in 1927. All papers (Veterinary Record, 
Morning Post, Daily Telegraph) state what the Medical 
Officer of London reported in 1924, 1925 and 1926. 

Now, what does Mr. G. Dallas mean by the Medical 
Officer of Health of London? If he means the Medical 
Officer of Health of Greater London—of the L.C.C.—-then 
he has not given the truth as to the condition of the milk 
drunk by more than nine-tenths of the population. If he 
means the Medical Officer of Health of the City of London 
then his figures may be correct so far as they go. But the 
residents of the City of London, and especially the children, 
are proportionately very small in number and count much 
less than those in the same area within the County of 
London. 

If we turn to the Veterinary Record of December 31st, 
1927, No. 53, Vol. vii., pp. 1143-1149, we shall find the 
masterly lecture on ‘* Tuberculosis of Bovine Origin in the 
Human Subject” by that eminent authority Dr. A. 
Stanley Griffith, which he delivered before the National 
Conference on Maternity and Infant Welfare, held in 
London on July 5th—-7th, 1927. 

On page 1148 we find under Table 8 :— 

TUBERCULOUS MILK STATISTICs. 
Percentage Tuberculous of Total Samples 
Place. taken. 
1924 1925 1926 
London (City) 12-8 2-4 0-0 
London (County) 50:0 5-1 4-5 9-7in lst quarter, 1927 
Birmingham ... 86 76 94 
Manchester ... 8-1 8-2 10-3 
Leeds ios 15 65 10-4 
Liverpool... 10:1 63 6-7 


Percentage Tuberculous of Total Samples 
Place. taken. 
1924 1925 1926 
Plymouth _... 18-2 8-2 1-8 
Cardiff one 1-9 3-6 1-8 
Neweastle-on-Tyne 3-2 8-0 4-0 
Edinburgh 14-0 88 11-0 
Dr. Griffith states : *‘ You will observe that the percent- 


age tuberculous was higher in 1926 than in 1925 for most 
of the large cities. For London County in the first quarter 


of 1927 the percentage of tuberculous samples was higher 


than in any of the preceding years. 

‘** It does not appear that the present regulations dealing 
with tuberculosis in cattle have had everywhere the desired 
effect of reducing the number of samples of tuberculous 
milk.” 

The following is the more up-to-date state of affairs 
in the London County Council Area, which contains more 
than nine-tenths of the population of London as a whole :—- 

1927 
Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 
1924 1925 1926 quarter. quarter. quarter. quarter. 
Figures not 

5-0 5-1 4:5 9-7 6-1 7:3. yet com- 

pleted. 

Probably the reason there has been an increase (not a 
decrease, as stated by Mr. G. Dallas) in the percentage of 
tuberculous milk is the paying of stricter attention to the 
control of milk by Health Authorities in large towns and 
in the London County Council area. 

If the drink more milk propagandists, who are to spend 
£100,000 in launching their campaign, think that by using 
the statistics issued by the Medical Officer of Health of the 
City of London area they are going to influence some 
8,000,000 in the County of London area by stating that 
there is a decline in tuberculous nailk coming into London, 
then their campaign will be based on the principle of 
suppressio veri suggestio falsi. Is it good tor the public 
or for the pockets of the milk industry ? 

In my article on ‘* Eradication of Bovine Tuberculosis,’ 


-which appeared in the Veterinary Record, May? 28th, 1927, 


No. 22, Vol. vii., p. 477, I stated that : ‘* During the week 
ending March 5th (1927) out of the samples taken of milk 
arriving in London, 61 per cent. contained tubercle bacilli.” 

If this is the state of the milk in large cities where the 
milk is under control, what must it be like in villages and 
small towns where there is no control of the cows or their 
milk ? 

Only the other day I was informed that a local dairy 
farmer sold all his Grade A milk locally and sent the milk 
of his reacting cows to London. Let the public know the 
truth; it is their right. But that is a question for the 
State Health Department. No wonder there is an increase 
in the incidence of tuberculosis in human beings when there 
is no decline of it in cattle, in spite of the fact that com- 
pensation is paid for the palpably affected after they have 


done all the mischief they could reasonably be allowed to do. 
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Bovine Infectious Abortion.* 


By Professor Dr. B. Bane, Copenhagen, Denmark. 

It will soon be thirty-two years since I first saw the 
Bacillus abortus (or Brucella abortus). It was the 19th of 
December, 1895, and the next summer I and my assistant, 
Mr. Valdemar Stribolt, had the great pleasure to call forth 
typical abortion in two pregnant cows, in whose vaginas 
we deposited a pure culture of our bacillus seventy-three 
days before. Later on we had the same result by in- 
travenous injection of the culture and by giving it through 
the mouth. I published our results in the Danish language 
at a veterinary meeting in Copenhagen, in June, 1896, 
and the following year I wrote a paper on it for a German 
veterinary journal, and the same was published in English 
in M’Fadyean’s journal. 

It took some years before these researches were taken up 
and verified in other countries, first in England (M’Fadyean 
and Stockman), later in the United States and in Germany, 
but nowadays we know that the disease, caused by our 
bacillus, probably exists in all civilised countries and it is 
commonly admitted that the bacillus, to which you as a 
rule give my name, is the chief cause of bovine infec- 
tious abortion, a disease which in many countries is con- 
sidered the greatest scourge among cattle. 

I feel it a great honour that you, my colleagues, have 
invited me to deliver an address on this disease, but as 
it for many years has been the object of deep-going re- 
searches—-not the least in your country—you of course 
cannot expect that I, now an old man and not working any 
more in a laboratory, should be able to tell you anything 
new about the disease. I do not like to try to carry coals 
to Newcastle, and 1 shall essentially restrict myself 
to some remarks on what we are to do in order to combat 
the disease. 

Of prime importance for prophylaxis is the knowledge of 
the cause of the disease. The farmer whose herd is free 
from abortion cannot be too careful to avoid any communi- 
cation between his cattle and infected ones. It is not 
enough to avoid taking into his herd an animal coming 
from an infected herd; he must also avoid the use of 
common pastures, where there might possibly be infected 
animals, and letting his cows be served by a strange bull 
and his own bull serve strange cows. If he has to take 
into his herd an animal of whose soundness he has no 
certainty, he must keep it carefully separated until two 
blood tests, made with an interval of one, or better, two 
months, have proved the absence of antibodies. 

When a cow aborts in a hitherto healthy herd, the owner 
ought not to think that it is an accidental miscarriage 
caused by trauma, noxious food or some disease. Such 
cases exist, but most cases of abortion are infectious and 
most frequently caused by my bacillus. It is therefore 
most reasonable to suppose this to be the’ case and take 
measures in order to avoid spreading of the contagion. 
If the expulsion of the foetus is accompanied by a discharge 
of a dirty, muddy but odourless liquid, its infectious 
nature is highly probable. This discharge should be 
examined, as well as the blood of the cow. 


* Presented at the sixty-fourth annual meeting of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association, ‘tw’. 7 Pa., Sept. 13-16, 1927 
Reproduced from the Journal A.V.M.A. Ne 
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Correct DIAGNOSIS IMPORTANT. 


It is of the greatest importance to get a correct diagnosis 
of the first case of abortion which is observed in a herd, 
because the discharge from the womb spreads many 
millions of the bacilli in the stable and by means of brooms 
and boots they may easily soil the fodder and be eaten by 
pregnant cows. I think it is commonly admitted that 
food is the most Common carrier of the infection, although 
the bacilli also are able to enter the body through the 
genital organs and probably through all mucous mem- 
branes, as it has been proved for the conjunctiva and for 
the canals in the udder. The bull may also become in- 
fected through the discharge which is spread in the stable. 
It is therefore highly important that the farmer or the 
herdsman carefully observe the pregnant cows. He will 
then generally be able to observe, some days before the 
abortion, the well-known symptoms of an approaching 
abortion and be enabled to remove the cow to another 
room (maternity stall or eventually the horse stable) 
before the uterus has been opened. This is indeed the most 
important prophylactic measure, and this, of course, 
should be done in all cases of impending abortion (not only 
in the first case). If this has not been done and the cow 
aborts in the stable, she should nevertheless be removed 
from the stable as soon as possible, because infectious bacilli 
will be discharged from the vagina the following days also. 

The place for the cow and the surrounding parts of thé 
stable should, of course, be carefully cleaned and dis- 
infected. The aborted foetus must be removed and buried 
or burned. The afterbirth should be taken away and the 
uterus cleaned, and eventually treated with iodin solution. 
The cow should not come back to the stable before three 
months after the abortion and should not be served before. 
If these measures are carefully carried out, it will in many 
cases be possible to stop the disease and avoid its spreading 
to other pregnant cows and to have the cow bring forth 
at time next year. 


THe a Factor. 


Of other prophylactic measures I mentioned caution 
regarding the bull. Formerly I laid great stress on the 
part the bull might play in spreading the disease. Most 
modern authors do not believe this to be right, but all, 
I think, agree that it happens sometimes. At first I 
supposed that the bull might transfer the bacilli by means 
of his penis, which had been soiled with the bacilli by 
serving a cow which had aborted. The possibility thereof 
cannot be denied, but it does not seem to play an important 
part; it may nevertheless still be wise to disinfect the 
preputial sac when the bull has covered a cow that is 
supposed to have aborted recently. Of much more im- 
portance, no doubt, is the fact that the bull sometimes is 
really infected and has inflammatory processes, containing 
the bacilli, in the genital organs (seminal vesicles and testes). 
How frequently such lesions occur is not sufficiently known. 
I think they are not very rare. It is, for example, not a 
great rarity to find the peculiar necrotic orchitis which 
nowadays has been proved to be caused by abortion 
bacilli. I saw these small bacilli many years ago, without 
thinking of the possibility that they had something to do with 
abortion. The many practical observations of the spread - 
ing of abortion by means of some bull might be explained 
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by the existence of chronic abortion inflammation in the 
genital organs. 

There is, in my opinion, no doubt that much can be done 
against the abortion by the simple prophylactic measures 
I have mentioned, but it is quite natural that scientists 
nowadays lay great stress on the agglutination test (or 
complement-fixation test) as a valuable means in the 
struggle against the disease. A positive result of the test 
gives us an early diagnosis. It has the drawback that it 
tells us only that the animal has been exposed to contagion 
but cannot tell us if the cow will really abort. In this 
there is indeed an analogy to the tuberculin reaction, 
which does not indicate either that the animal will really 
be sick with tuberculosis. 

PENNSYLVANIA PLAN COMMENDED. 


The well-known Pennsylvania plan for combating 
abortion has a striking analogy to my old plan for combating 
tuberculosis, in that it demands an agglutination test for 
the whole herd and separation of the reacting animals 
from the healthy ones. It the abortion is widely spread in 
the herd, a method is recommended corresponding to my 
modified plan, namely, the foundation of a new healthy 
herd by separation of the calves. I think, of course, that 
the plan is very good and I shall be very interested to 
know how it might be accomplished. A similar plan has 
begun to be carried into action in some herds in Denmark, 
proposed by Mr. A. Thomsen, and the preliminary reports 
seem to be rather promising. 

As far as I understand, Pennsylvania demands notifica- 
tion of all cases of bovine infectious abortion, but other- 
wise this does not seem to be commonly ordered. ‘There- 
fore, it may be of some interest for you to know that Norway 
and Denmark also have entered upon that way. Norway 
already in 1903 proclaimed, it to be a reportable disease 
and prohibited sending animals affected with this disease 
to markets, shows and into other persons’ herds or pastures, 
and in 1907 it was decided that this should refer to all 
animals coming from an infected herd even if they were 
not evidently attacked. It was permitted to sell such 
animals to slaughter under severe control. Bulls from 
an infected herd were not allowed to serve cows from a 
healthy herd and vice versa. Special care was taken of 
of cows adrift for sale, a method common in Norway. 

Since 1912 the veterinary laboratory of the State has 
offered to make gratuitous tests of blood and of suspected 
afterbirth and, especially, the blood tests have been 
highly appreciated by the farmers and are commonly 


used. If the test is positive, the animal is declared © 


infected. 
ABORTION REPORTABLE IN DENMARK. 


In Denmark it was first at the revision of our law on 
contagious animal diseases, in 1920, that contagious 
abortion was included in the law. According to the law 
the farmer is bound to call in the veterinarian in any case 
when a cow aborted under symptoms which make the case 
suspected to be a contagious one. If the veterinarian 
finds the case suspicious, he shall try to get a correct 
diagnosis by sending some fresh cotyledons and a sample 
of the cow’s blood to the State laboratory and when the 
laboratory declares it to be a case of contagious abortion 
the veterinarian shall give the farmer a copy of a paper 


describing the nature of the disease and what is to be done 
in order to combat it (a ‘* Merkblatt,”’ as the Germans say). 
The farmer is now forbidden (1) to send his bulls, his 
pregnant cows or heifers or cows with vaginal discharge 
to common pastures or to shows ; (2) to sell bulls or preg- 
nant animals for other purposes than slaughter without 
telling the buyer that the animal comes from an infected 
herd ; (3) to let his bulls serve cows from healthy herds 
and to send his cows or heifers to a bull owned by an 
association ; (4) to let his cows or heifers come to another 
person’s bull without telling this man that the animals 
come from an infected herd. 


LAw AMENDED. 


No doubt these regulations have had the good results in 
wide circles to spread knowledge of the nature of the 
disease and of the means of combating it and, on the whole, 
to teach people to take care not to spread the infection 
to other people’s herds. But they have at the same time 
awakened not a little displeasure, especially among 
owners ‘of large herds, in which the disease has often a 
relatively mild character in so far as only heifers and newly 
bought animals abort. Such people usually do not under- 
stand the necessity of forbidding exhibition of their fine 
cattle at shows. This fact and the unhappy circumstance 
that Denmark just now is a poor country (especially on 
account of our very high taxes), for which reason many 
considered it too hard that the State had to pay a rather 
large sum to the veterinarians for controlling the outbreak 
of the disease, have recently led Parliament to amend our 
law so that the veterinarians are no longer paid by the 
State for visits to examine outbreaks in hitherto apparently 
healthy herds. At first this was supposed to denote a 
great step backward, but fortunately this does not seem to 
be the case. The new law has the same regulations 
(almost unchanged except as regards shows) as the old one, 
and they are enforced if it is not proved by means of a 
gratuitous examination in the laboratory that it is not a 
case of infectious abortion. It is very essential that the 
veterinarian is obliged to tell the owner that according 
to the law about purchase and sale he is liable to give 
compensation if he is proved to have infected another 
person’s herd. It is indeed a very common thing to claim 
(often very high) compensation in such cases and this is apt 
to attract the owner’s attention to take care to have his 
herd completely free from the disease. 

In Norway there is nowadays a very great interest among 
the farmers in combating infectious abortion. At the 
State laboratory 25,000 to 30,000 blood tests are yearly 
examined and farmers’ associations recently requested the 
government to make the control more rigorous, especially 
regarding the sale of animals from infected herds and the 
use of common pastures, a question which, in a moun- 
tainous country such as Norway, is a very difficult one. 
There is no doubt that pastures play a very great part in 
spreading the disease. Happily in Norway they do 
not seem to be so apprehensive of public expenses as the 
Danish government is at present. 


IMMUNISATION BEING STuDIED. 


I may say some words about the immunisation against 
infectious abortion, although I know that at present this 
question has very little interest for you. In Europe it is 


5 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
a 
} 


} 


166 No. 9. Vol. VIII. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


March 3, 1928. 


much more discussed. I think I was the first who many 
years ago made some experiments with it and nowadays 
it plays a rather great réle in England and Germany. In 
Denmark during recent years it has been taken up by my 
son, Oluf Bang. He has had the same results as most 
other investigators. Killed bacilli have only little effect, 
but living bacilli, injected subcutaneously in a dose of 
10 ec, twice, with an interval of two or three weeks, not 
later than two months before the cow shall be served, 
has evidently given some degree of immunity. There is, 
of course, the drawback that the bacilli may be deposited 
in the udder and continue to live there, but that does not 
seem to play any great part when used only in highly 
infected herds. I think that your method of combating the 
disease, by agglutination test and separation, must be the 
best, where it can be accomplished, but it seems to me that 
there must be room for vaccination in highly affected 
herds. 
TUBERCULOUS ABORTION IN CATTLE. 


Finally I wish to mention the interesting researches on 
the relatively frequent occurrence of tuberculous abortion 
in cattle, published by my former assistant, Dr. N. Plum. 
1 saw the first case a couple of years ago and I was greatly 
surprised to observe that it was impossible with the naked 
eye to distinguish between the afterbirth from such a case 
and one from a common case of infectious abortion. As I 
later on found a new case of the same kind, I told Dr. Plum 
to examine for tuberculosis in all cases in which he could 
not find abortion bacilli in the afterbirth of supposed abor- 
ters, sent to my laboratory for control. In a few years 
he found in my laboratory (and later in Professor Jensen’s) 
a very great number of tuberculous abortions, namely 250 
up to 1925, 7.e., in about 2 per cent. of the cases of abortion 
examined at the laboratory. As one of Dr. Plum’s treatises 
has been translated for the JourNAL of your association 
(July, 1926), I need not go into detail. I shall mention 
only that most of the cases of tuberculous abortion were 
of course due to bovine bacilli, but that not so very few 
(6 out of 152) were caused by infection with avian bacilli. 
In these cases tuberculous lesions were mostly found in the 
uterus of the cow and usually only as small abscesses. 

In finishing, I wish to express my sincere admiration for 
the numerous excellent deep-going researches on infectious 
abortion which have been made in your country. Your 
scientists have indeed for many years been in the forefront 
in this field. In congratulating you with my whole heart 
I express the hope that the energetic attempts you make 
to eradicate this disastrous disease may be crowned with 
success. 


Contagious Abortion in Fermanagh. 


£45,000 Lost Last YRAR. 


At a recent meeting of Fermanagh Committee of Agricul- 
ture, reports were read from the various districts in the 
county in regard to the prevalence of contagious abortion 
in cattle. 

The Chairman, Colonel Barton, said that a con- 
servative estimate would be 15,000 cattle suffering from 
this disease, and placing calves at their lowest value, 
at £3 per head, it meant a loss to County Fermanagh of 
£45,000 last year. 

The reports showed that the disease was not so prevalent 
in 1927 asin 1926. Inthe Newtownbutler area 50 per cent. 


of the cattle at present are affected, and the disease is 
spreading. In Derrylin area the disease was not so 
prevalent last year as in 1926; 45 per cent. of the cattle 
had been affected, but there had been a good improvement, 
and not more than 10 per cent. were now affected. 

In Kinawley district 60 per cent. had been affected, 
but later in the season many cattle proved to be in calf, 
and now not more than 20 per cent. was affected. In 
Monea and Springfield areas there was also an improve- 
ment, and not more than 37 per cent. was affected in 1927. 
Many cattle had since improved, and at present about 10 
per cent. were suffering. Reports from Kesh and Ederney 
districts showed that the disease was not so prevalent 
as in other districts. 

Dr. Johnston said that the Kesh area was under- 
estimated. In the Milk-recording Association, out of 150 
cattle on the books only 90 were free from the disease. 

Mr. A. Anderson, J.P.: There is searcely a calf in the 
Kesh area. 

Dr. Johnston said that if there was a spot on a pig’s ear 
they would have Government veterinary surgeons tripping 
each other looking for swine fever. This was a far more 
important matter. 

The Secretary, Mr. W. H. West, J.P., suggested that the 
Ministry should schedule the disease, as was done with 
swine fever, and make treatment compulsory. 

Captain Verschoyle: To leave the matter voluntary 
would be no use. ‘Treatment must be compulsory, and the 
disease made notifiable. 

It was agreed to send the reports to the Ministry of 
Agriculture, with the recommendation that steps should be 
taken at once, as suggested, to cope with the disease.—- 
Trish Times. 


TYRONE AND TUBERCULOUS CATTLE. 

At a meeting of Castlederg Rural Council, the Tyrone 
Tuberculosis Committee wrote pointing out the danger to 
the public from using milk affected with tuberculosis, 
and urged upon the Council the necessity of having the 
greatest vigilance exercised by their officers in carrying out 
the duties attached to the inspection of cattle and cow- 
sheds. 

The clerk said that cases of tuberculosis in cattle were 
reported to the police, who took action. 

Captain D. B. Williams said this was not sufficient safe- 
guard for the public, as only an occasional beast was re- 
ported. The tuberculin test was the only way of finding 
out whether a cow was suffering from tuberculosis, and the 
Council should make this test compulsory in the case of 
anyone who sold milk to the public. He knew of his own 
knowledge of milk from a tuberculous cow being sold in 
Castlederg, but he did not find out until it was too late. 
Tuberculosis was rampant in the country, and the Council 
should take steps immediately to prevent the spread of 
disease. 

The Council decided to refer the matter to the inspector 
of cowsheds and dairies. 


ARGENTINE Mrat Exrorts: NEw REGULATIONS. 

In the House of Lords on 2Ist February, Lord Strad- 
broke gave some interesting details of the new regulations 
which the Argentine Government had agreed to enforce 
in order to ensure that its meat exports should be cleared 
of any suspicion of carrying foot-and-mouth disease. A 
certificate of freedom from the disease itself or contact with 
it was to be exacted at every stage of the animal’s career, 
from the time it left the ranch until it was slaughtered, 
and new coverings were invariably to be used for all meat 
exported. Between 60 and 70 new inspectors would 
enforce compliance. Lord Stradbroke was naturally 
grateful for, and optimistic about, such elaborate precau- 
tions, which he hoped might avoid interference with 
48 per cent. of Great Britain’s meat supply, and had been 
agreed to in spite of the fact that Argentine meat was 
barely suspected, and certainly never convicted, of carry- 
ing infection. 
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CLINICAL AND CASE REPORTS. 


Dicephalous Calf. 
By T. F. Hocpen, M.R.C.V.S.,  Ash-via-Canterbury. 


I received an urgent message (about ten days since) 
to see a heifer said to be in violent pain. I was told on 
arrival that she was not due to calve for a month and had 
passed three or four gallons of water from the genital 
passage. There were no labour pains and no preparation 
for calving. Anodyne medicine was given and left and 
next morning a ’phone message reported that she appeared 
allright. The same evening I was called in again and found 
her attempting to calve with one hind leg protruding. 
I could not reach the other leg as there was no relaxation 
of the os uteri. I amputated the one leg as high up as 
possible, attached a cord to the remaining portion and 
returned it into the uterus and eventually reached the 
other limb at the stifle. I put a small cord round as low 
down as possible, gradually getting it as low as the fetlock, 
and got this in position as well as the remaining portion of 
the amputated limb. I had to get the assistance of three 
men, but found it was impossible to remove the foetus, 
which had been dead for several days. After increasing 

_the traction the whole of the sound leg pulled away and 
then the other portion of limb. I decided then it was a 
hopeless case and had the animal destroyed. I could not 
make a post-mortem but heard after from the kennels that 
the calf was a double-headed one. The photograph en- 
closed is taken from a local paper. 


A year ago I was called to a heifer calving in the marshes | 


at night and to my surprise she gave birth to triplets all 
healthy and well developed ; they all lived, also the heifer, 
although next morning she plunged into a stream and 
developed pneumonia. Is this unique with a heifer at the 
first calving ? 


Hysteria in Dogs and its Experimental Production in 
the Rabbit. 
(Extracted from ‘‘ The Nature of Disease,” Part IT, 
pp. 408-9. J. E. R. McDonagh, F.R.C.S.). 
Rassit 39. A rabbit received 2.0 ¢.c. somnifaine, 
became anesthetised, and while in this state it had severe 


twitchings. Sup. 36 (0.005 grm.) was injected and the 
animal recovered, but when it regained consciousness it 
had repeated attacks of fits indistinguishable from those 
caused by insulin, ergamine, cardiazol, hexeton, ete. The 
next week the injection of somnifaine was succeeded, one 
hour later, by 0.1 grm. calcium iodide, but the animal 
took several hours to recover. The experiment was 
repeated next week with 0.1 grm. sodium thiosulphate, 
and the animal recovered in five hours. It is extremely 
difficult to judge the value of drugs prescribed to bring 
the animal round, because, generally speaking, the 
anesthetic loses its effect as the injections are repeated. 
But, having tried a very large number of preparations, 
oxygen injected subcutaneously would appear to be the 


best antidote. Insulin injected whilst the animal is | 


under the influence of somnifaine does not produce fits, 
and this explains why tetany is masked by chloroform 
anesthesia. 

In performing a large number of experiments with 
ergamine, insulin, cardiazol, coramine, hexeton and 
drugs which, injected intravenously, produce general 
anesthesia to occasion shock, and with many negatively- 
charged compounds used to the point of intoxication to 
occasion encephalitis, the author has been struck with the 
relationship between shock, drug encephalitis, the infective 
encephalitis of man, dogs and rabbits, general anesthesia, 
eclampsia, epilepsy, tetany, fits, convulsions and coma of 
diverse origin. If a rabbit be half-shocked or half- 
anesthetised it becomes extremely frightened. The 
animal exhibits a strong tendency to run away, and will 
hide anywhere it can. The mere act of trying to catch the 
animal may start convulsions if the shock was caused by 
insulin, complete collapse if ergamine was the drug 
injected, and become anesthetised if a general anesthetic 
was administered. ‘These psychic phenomena are to be 
met with in canine distemper, in the infective and drug 
encephalitis of rabbits, when a patient is being anzstheti:ed, 
and in the various clinical manifestations occasioned by 
the protein particles undergoing precipitation in the 
cerebral capillaries. 

The paretic phenomena are the same in canine distemper 
and in the infective and drug encephalitis of rabbits. The 
hind limbs become paralysed fitst, the fore limbs later, 
and then the animal becomes lethargic and dies. When 
sections are made of the brain the characteristic feature 
is peri-vascular infiltration or “ cuffing”’ of the vessels 
in the basal ganglia. Seattered lesions may be found in 
the cerebral cortex and in the cerebellum. Ii the various 
forms of shock the dilation of the lymph spaces is most 
pronounced in the basal ganglia, and it is in these spaces 
and in the capillaries that the precipitation of the protein 
particles is most likely to take place. In the cerebellar 
type of paralysis the head is retracted, there are failure of 
accommodation, nystagmus and strabismus. The animals 
are ataxic and behave as if they were blind. The move- 
ments executed and the postural changes assumed are 
the same. First occur violent movements of the limbs, 
then the animal leaps into the air, throws itself about or 
executes movements like a ‘‘ catherine wheel.” The head 
is thrown back-and the back is arched. When shock is 
produced by one of the analeptics, to mention cardiazol, 
coramine and hexeton, the animal gnashes its teeth and 
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bites anything available, even its own leg. Many of these 
movements are executed in epilepsy and in spasmophilia 
in children. Moreover, marked muscular contraction of 
muscles following stimulation of a superficial nerve is 
common to both human beings and animals. Finally, the 
positions assumed are those most frequently met with in 
patients whore sensory appreciation is diminished, and who, 
in conseyuence, are mal-coordinated, mal-adjusted, and 
the vietims of undue musele tension. 


REVIEW. 


[Black’s Veterinary Dictionary. “dited by 
C. Minter, M.R.C.V.S. pp. 1080, 21s. net. Published 
by A. and C. Black, 4 Soho Square, London.] 

As stated by the editor in his preface, this book, 
modelled upon the plan of Black’s Medical Dictionary, is 
intended for all who own or have charge of domesticated 
animals, the information being given in language as simple 
us possible. The editor has been fortunate in obtaining 
the assistance of very experienced collaborators in his work. 

Taken as a whole, the work is exceedingly well done 
and is a valuable addition to veterinary literature, since it 
embodies under one cover an enormous amount of informa- 
tion, probably more than in any other single book previously 
published. That it is well up-to-date is shown by the 
reference to the synthetie preparation of thyrotoxin, which 
has only very recently been accomplished. 

In a work containing so much that is good it may be 
permitted to mention especially the very excellent articles 
on Geneties and Heredity (Dr. Crew), and on the various 
breeds of horses, cattle, sheep and pigs, illustrated by 
splendid plates, and the article, also well illustrated, on 
Parasites (Dr. Cameron). 

As might be expected in a work of this magnitude, some 
mistakes are inevitable and will no doubt be corrected 
in subsequent editions. We will limit ourselves to mention- 
ing, in this connection, the marked discrepancy in the 
dentition of sheep on page 289 and that on page 862, 
where a sheep between second and third shearing is said to 
be a“ four-toothed sheep,”’ and one from third to fourth 
shearing a “ six-toothed sheep,” ete. 

The editor in his preface apologises for omitting the 
names of authorities on the ground of encumbrance. 
We are not certain, however, that this is sufficient when 
any particular work has been freely drawn upon. In this 
connection it is very interesting, to say the least of it, 
to read some of the articiea side by side with those on the 
same alfections in Wooldridge’s Hncyclopedia of 

Veterinary Medicine, Surgery and Obstetrics—amongst 

others, one may note that on “ Milk Fever” as an example. 

Messrs. Black have produced the book in their usual 


good style. 


R.C.V.S. Onrruary. 


Batiesty, Henry Christopher, Harbour Street, Mullin- 
gar. Graduated, Dublin, 12th December, 1907. 
Died, February 16th, 1928. 
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DIVISIONAL REPORTS. 


Mid-West and South Wales Division. 
ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER. 


ADDRESS AND DEMONSTRATION BY Dr. A. L. SHEATHER. 


The members of this Division attended in very satis- 
factory numbers at the Royal Hotel, Bristol, where the 
Annual General Meeting and Dinner were held on Friday, 
20th January, 1928. A feature of the former was the 
visit of Dr. A. L. Sheather, of London, who greatly 
interested the meeting with an address on ‘* The Diagnosis 
of Parasitic Diseases of the Alimentary Tract,” and a 
demonstration of the method of carrying out the technique, 
while the presence at the Annual Dinner of the President 
of the N.V.M.A., Mr. J. W. MeIntosh, was also much 
appreciated. 

The President of the Division (Mr. J. L. Perry) officiated 
at the outset, and the newly-elected President, Mr.Coleman, 
at the latter part of the meeting and at the Dinner. 

There were also present Messrs. A. 8S. Adams, 
J. J. Aveston, J. R. Barker, J. R. Baxter, S. B. 
Clode, J. C. Coleman, T. S. Green, R. W. Hall, G. E. 
Henson, J. R. Hewer, J. W. Hall Masheter, T. J. Margarson, 
R. Moore, C. E. Perry, J. O. E. Powell, C. J. Pugh, B. Sayer, 
E. Sayer, E. E. Seldon, J. H. Stewart, C. Digby Watkins, 
W. R. Watson, and W. D. Rees, Hon. Secretary. 

Visitors. Mr. E. C. Bovett, Major A. C. Dunean, 
Mr. J. W. McIntosh, and Dr. A. L. Sheather. 

It had been hoped t» have the presence of the President 
of the R.C.V.S., but Lt.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank wrote 
expressing his great regret at his inability to attend, 
owing to pressure of work. ‘‘ I am really sorry about this,” 
wrote Col. Brittlebank, ‘“‘as, after your great kindness 
to me last year, I was only too anxious to come amongst 
you again—even if it was only to wish you all well and 
eat a meal with you.” Col. Brittlebank added his con- 
gratulations to their President on his election and his 
sincere hope that his period in office might be a very 
happy one. 

The receipt of other apologies for absence was announced 
from Professor J. B. Buxton, Dr. Savage, and Messrs. T. J. 
Brain, J. Howard Jones, S. H. Pettifer, J. P. Railton, 
A. E. Roberts, W. Scott, A. W. Taylor (Solicitor), and J. G. 
Wright. 

The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting, having 
been published in the Record, were taken as read and were 
confirmed. 

Secretary's Report. The Hon. Secretary (Mr. W. D. 
Rees) submitted his report for the year 1927, as follows :— 

‘During the session 1927 we have held one Annual 
General Meeting and Dinner, three General Meetings, and 
three Council Meetings. The average attendance at the 
General Meetings (20) has been slightly below that of 
previous years. As each member has received a letter from 
the President relative to this matter, there is no necessity 
for me to stress the point. The present membership is 85. 
Seven new members were admitted. The resignations 
number two, and unfortunately one death has to be 
recorded. 


Ww. 
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‘““ We were honoured during the year by the presence 
of many visitors, amongst the number being Lt.-Col. 
Brittlebank, C.M.G. (President of the R.C.V.S.), and 
Prof. G. H. Wooldridge (President of the parent body, 
The ‘ National’ Association). 

“In addition to the following addresses and paper, 
many interesting specimens were exhibited, and clinical 
cases presented which gave rise to considerable and 
interesting discussions. 

** Addresses: 1.—‘ The Veterinary Surgeon in Relation 

to Public Health,’ Lt.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank, 

C.M.G., M.R.C.V.S. 

2.— A Contemplation of our Present Day Milk 

Legislation,’ Capt. J. Howard Jones, M.R.C.V.S. 
“Paper: ‘ Ultra-Violet Radiation in Veterinary Practice’ 

(with a demonstration of the Apparatus), 

Major Hamilton Kirk, M.R.C.V.S.” 

The Prestpent: I think that is a very excellent report, 
and I do not think we ought to let this opportunity go by 
without expressing our thanks to those who have favoured 
us with papers and also to those who have introduced 
clinical cases, specimens, etc. 

The vote of thanks was seconded by Mr. B. SAYER and 
carried with acclamation, as was a similar tribute to the 
Hon. Secretary for his report, which was approved. 

Treasurer's Report. Mr. A. S. Apams (Hon. Treasurer), 
submitted his report for the past year, in the course of which 
he stated :— 

“Subscriptions collected during the year amounted 
to £45 3s. as compared with £35 l4s. in 1926, being an 
increase of £9 9s. The expenditure for 1927 was 
£20 ls. 10d. plus £2 10s. 6d. outstanding accounts, 
as compared with £40 2s. 5d. in 1926, being a reduction 
of £17 10s. ld. I think you will agree that the expen- 
diture for working this Association is a very small sum 
indeed, when you realise that out of the £22 12s. 4d. 
the sum of £15 Os. 4d. represents reporting the meetings 
and £7 12s. the total of all the other debts incurred. You 
will note the item ‘ postages, etc.,’ is, as usual, missing 
from the accounts. 

“We carry forward £56 12s. 7d. less the outstanding 
accounts £2 10s. 6d., which will actually mean that we 
start the year 1928 with a credit of £54 2s. 1d.” 

The Treasurer here gave the names of five members 
considerably in arrears of subscription, and continued : 
“Tt is useless for their names to remain upon my books. 


For your information, there are 78 members on my books, _ 


and if it is your pleasure to remove the names submitted, 
that will reduce the number to 73. 

“There are still £100 worth of Consols standing to the 
credit of this account. 

“* T will now draw your attention to the Benevolent Fund. 
A further £100 worth of Consols has been purchased. 

“* The revenue, [ am sorry to say, is rather small, the only 
item being from myself, namely, £3 3s. 

“This Fund now holds £400 worth of Consols. Un- 
fortunately, income tax is deducted at source, otherwise 
the item of £6 from Consols would be increased by £1 4s., 
and in 1928 we will receive the increased income from the 
additional £100 Consols just purchased. The balance in 
hand of this fund is £10 9s. 10d. 


*“T hope you will consider the finances satisfactory, but 
personally I like three-figure balances—they look better. 
(Laughter.) The healthy state of our finances is in a great 
measure due to the generous treatment received by the 
Association from those Fellows who invite them to the 
various quarterly meetings.” (Applause. ) 

The meeting accorded a hearty vote of thanks to the 
Hon. Treasurer for his report, and on the proposition of 
Mr. C. E. Perry, seconded by Mr. R. Moors, agreed that, 
where applicable in the cases quoted, the rule of the 
Division ‘‘ that where a member has not paid his subserip- 
tion for three years his name be deleted from the books of 
the Association,” should be put into operation. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President. ‘The CuainMAN: As your retiring President | 


I have the privilege of nominating my successor in office, 
and I am going to put before you the name which has 
met with favour in the eyes of your Council and which, 
I am confident, will meet with your entire approval— Mr. 
Coleman, of Swindon. (Applause.) Mr. Coleman has 
been one of the staunchest supporters of the Association 
since its formation, and I am sure he will fill the Chair 
and execute the duties of the office of President much better 
than his predecessor. I move formally that Mr. Coleman 
be elected President of this Division for the coming year. 
(Applause.) 

The proposition was seconded by Mr. KE. SAYER, and 
carried with acclamation. 

Mr. J. C. CoLEMAN, having taken the Chair in the room 
of Mr. Perry, said : I should like to thank you, gentlemen, 
for the very great honour you have just conferred upon me. 
It has been one of my ambitions to hold this position in 
this Association, which is one of the most, if not 
the most, important Divisions of the ‘ National.” 
I hope I shall be able to emulate some of the distinguished 
predecessors who have held this very exalted office. I will 
do my best—-I cannot say more. (Applause.) 

Vice-Presidents. It was proposed from the CHAIR, 
seconded by Mr. C. E. Perry, and unanimously agreed, 
that the retiring President, and Messrs. R. W. Hall, J. R. 
Hewer, and R. Moore be the Vice-Presidents for 1928. 

Hon. Secretary. The Prestpent: I think this is a fore- 
gone conclusion, if he will only gccept it: there will be no 
other nomination, I am sure, than the name of Mr. Rees. 
(Hear, hear.) I should like to propose him from the Chair. 

Mr. W. D. Regs, in returning thanks for his enthusiastic 
re-election, said that he had reminded their Council, some 
time ago, that he was rapidly getting one .of the “ has 
beens,”’ and he really thought it was time that some younger 
man took up that responsible post. As it was their desire, 
however, he was prepared to carry on for another year. 

Hon. Treasurer. ‘The re-election of Mr. A. 8. Adams 
was proposed by the PRESIDENT and seconded by Mr. 
REEs, who said that he had now been Secretary for two 
years and therefore he probably knew better than anyone 
else the amount of work Mr. Adams, in his capacity as their 
Treasurer, had done, not only on behalf of the finances of 
the Division, but for those of their Benevolent Fund. 
He was confident that, if Mr. Adams would continue, they 
could not do better than re-elect him. 

The meeting did so, and in acknowledging the compliment 
Mr. Adams said that he would be happy to continue to do his 
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best at his job, which was that of collecting their money’ 
( Laughter.) 

Council. ‘The following gentlemen were elected to serve 
as the Council of the Division during the year: The 
President, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer (ex-officio ), 
Messrs. Atkinson, Aveston, Barker, Hall, Hall Masheter, 
Henson, Hewer, Moore, Perry (C. E.), Perry (J. L.), Robin- 
son, Sayer (E.), Scott, and Watson. 

At this stage the meeting resolved that Rule V of the 
Rules of the Division should be altered to include the 
Hon. Treasurer as an ex-officio member of the Council, 
due notice of motion having been given by Mr. CoLEMAN 
the mover of the motion. 

Representatives to Council N.V.M.A. These were 
appointed as follows: The President, the Hon. Secretary, 
and Mr. Aveston. 

It was agreed to rescind the decision arrived at at the 
July, 1927 meeting of the Division, that in future the 
Bristol meetings be held at the Victoria Hotel, and to 
continue the existing arrangement of holding these meetings 
at the Royal Hotel. 


The Diagnosis of Parasitic Diseases of the Alimentary Tract. 


Dr. SHEATHER’S ADDRESS AND DEMONSTRATION. 


The President now called upon Dr. A. L. SHearuer, 
M.R.C.V.S., to address the meeting, and to give his 
demonstration. 

Dr. Sheather commenced by informing his hearers 
that what he had to say had already been said before two 
other Divisions of the National Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion and prior to that had appeared in print. He thought, 
however, that although the matter was not new it would 
perhaps be of value to the members of the Mid-West and 
South Wales Division to see the method carried out. 
Proceeding, Dr. Sheather said : Attempts to improve the 
technique for the detection of the eggs of worm parasites 
in the faeces appear to date from the work of Bass, which is 
now some twenty years old. Prior to this the method used 
was the examination of smears of fecal matter spread upon 
slides without any special preparation. 

The essence of all methods now in use is to concentrate 
the eggs present in the sample, and at the same time free 
them, as far as possible, from the fecal débris. 

Bass had the idea of utilising the specific gravity ‘of the 
eggs as a means of achieving these two purposes, and 
applied this idea by mixing the feces with a solution of 
ordinary salt of such strength that the eggs would float 
while the fecal matter would sink. Since that time other 
investigators have taken up the subject and a number of 
solutions have been recommended for the purpose. 

The ecarlicr efforts were mainly directed towards the 
detection of the hookworm egg in human feces, but of recent 
years attempts have been made to apply the principle to 
the problems confronting the veterinarian. 

The task is, of course, not completed when, by the use 
of whatever solution may have been selected, the eggs have 
been brought to the surface of the liquid by centrifuging. 
It still remains to get those eggs transferred to a slide for 
examination under the microscope. Just as many different 
solutions have been used, so many methods have been 
employed for the collection on a slide of the eggs which have 
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been floated to the surface: pipettes, glass rod, loops of wire 
and other devices have been tried. In the most recent work 
on the subject in connection with hookworm infestation, 
Colonel Clayton Lane has devised a special form of 
centrifuge by means of which the eggs are collected 
directly on to the cover glass. 

It is desirable to point out that the problem facing the 
medical practitioner differs somewhat in certain particulars 
from that which the veterinary surgeov is called upon to 
solve. Parasitic infestations of the alimentary tract must 
be conveyed from host to host whether directly or 
indirectly by a process of infection in some way or 
another and generally, but not invariably, by the ingestion 
of the infective material. An important link, then, in the 
chain to break is the first, namely, the disposal of the 
excreta. Generally speaking, the medical officer is placed 
in a far more favourable position to do this than the 
veterinary surgeon. There are cases, however, in which 
the medical officer is faced with dilficulties, as, for example, 
when dealing with native labour. The veterinary surgeon 
has a very poor chance of controlling the disposal of the 
feces passed by animals. Another point is that the 
medical officer’s task is to find the carriers of parasites, 
no matter how slight their infestation may be. In other 
words, he is, so to speak, looking for the single egg. Among 
animals we know how small is the percentage that does not 
harbour any parasites at all. Our problem, then, is not 
so much to find out which animals harbour parasites, but 
whether the symptoms presented by an animal are 
attributable to parasitic infestation. In other words, our 
method of examination need not be so exacting as that 
requisite for the medical officer. 

In my own investigations connected with the detection 
of parasitic invasions, salt was first used as recommended 
by Bass. It was found, however, that this solution could 
not be used with success with the feces of all the domesti- 
cated species. With the faces of horses, for example, 
salt solution caused in some way or another the formation 
of innumerable minute gas bubbles which rose to the 
surface when the liquid was centrifuged, bringing with them 
vegetable fragments to which they were adhering. This 
resulted in the formation of a cake of vegetable matter of 
varying thickness on the top of the liquid, and thus made it 
impossible to collect the eggs. After numerous trials of 
different solutions, which need not be recounted here, a 
liquid which appeared to be applicable to all sorts of feces 
was found in a solution of sugar made up to the strength of 
one gramme to one cubic centimetre of water, solution 
being assisted by heat. 

Another part of the problem was to devise some means 
of collecting the eggs and transferring them to a slide for 
examination. It was clear that by the use of pipettes, 
pieces of glass rod, loops of wire, and other means that 
had been employed there could be no certainty that a moro 
or less constant amount of liquid was collected each time. 
The idea hit upon to overcome this difficulty to some extent 
was to devise a means whereby the eggs could be collected 
on a cover glass directly from the surface of the liquid. 
In Clayton Lane’s method this is done by having special 
buckets and tubes for the centrifuge. These are so made 
that the cover glasses are held in position on the top of the 
centrifuge tubes which are filled to the brim. 
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After trying a number of expedients for handling the 
cover glass in the fashion required, it was found that it 
could be done quite simply by using a small picce of 
plasticine attached to a wooden handle such as a pen 
holder. By gentle pressure of this ‘‘ beak ” of plasticine 
on to the centre of a cover glass this could readily be 
lifted and handled as required. The ordinary conical 
centrifuge tube which is used in the small hand, water, 
or clectrically-driven centrifuges has an internal diameter 
of a little over half an inch, so that cover glasses half an 
inch in diameter are suitable. It is quite an advantage 
to use thick cover glasses rather than thin ones. They 
are more casily handled, and less readily broken, and the 
traces of plasticine adhering to the surface are more out of 
focus when the specimen is examined under the microscope. 


‘TECHNIQUE. 


The technique of the method, then, is as follows : 

1. - The sample of feces is first broken down by stirring 
with water until it is as fluid as water, or nearly so. 

2.-- ‘The diluted feces are passed through a wire strainer. 
It is not necessary to have one with very close mesh : about 
40 meshes to the inch is fine enough. 

3.—-To the filtrate is added an equal amount of a sugar 
solution made by dissolving one gramme in one cubic 
centrimetre of water, or approximately one pound of sugar 
to three-quarters of a pint of water. The liquids are 
thoroughly mixed. 

4.--Centrifuge tubes are filled nearly, but not quite, to 
the brim and the centrifuge is run for a minute or two at 
about 2,000. 

5. —The tubes are transferred to a test-tube rack, and a 
cover glass, held by the plasticine as described, is gently 
lowered on to the surface of the liquid until the whole of it 
is in contact with it. It must not be submerged at all. 
[tis then raised again with a slight tilt to reduce the amount 
of liquid lifted, the cover glass is held over the centre of a 
slide and detached by gentle traction of the finger and 
thumb of the other hand. The preparation is then ready 
for oxamination. 

It must be noted that this method is not applicable to 
the detection of the eggs of the liver fluke. The eggs of 
this parasite are pervious to the solution used, and conse- 
quently sink to the bottom. It is, however, a compara- 
tively simple matter to find these eggs by pouring off the 
greater part of the liquid, stirring up the sediment in 
about } ¢.c. and then pouring this out on a slide and placing 
another slide on the top to spread the liquid out. The 
fluke eggs are recognisable by the polar cap. ‘The eggs 
of tape worms ure not ordinarily detected by this method 
because they are passed out in the ripe segments, but on 
a few occasions they have been detected in numbers ranging 
from a few to thousands in the feces of lambs. 

In the course of the first experiments carried out it was 
noted that by this method the presence of coccidia and of 
forage acari in the feces was frequently revealed. This 
immediately suggested that the technique was perhaps of 
wider application than had been anticipated. By its 
means coccidia were readily found in the feces of dogs, 
cats, calves, lambs, and other species. 

In Lt.-Col. Knowles’ recently published book *‘ An 
Introduction to Medical Pathology,” the author states that 
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he finds this method distinctly useful for the detection of 
coccidia in the faeces of human beings. 

The presence of forage acari suggested that it might be 
of use in the diagnosis of mange, and this proved to be the 
case. Obviously, it would be useless to mix suspected 
scrapings with sugar solution without any preliminary 
treatment. The method was therefore combined with a 
technique devised some years ago to facilitate the diagnosis 
of mange. Lt was found that skin scrapings could be boiled 
in a ten or even twenty per cent. solution of caustic potash 
without causing any recognisable change in the appearance 
of mange parasites present in it. This boiling is effective 
for the complete or almost complete solution of every thing 
else present in the serapings. 

The technique, then, as applied to the diagnosis of mange 
is as follows: The skin scraping is boiled in a sufficient 
amount (say 25 c.c.) of 20 per cent. caustic potash until the 
hair (or wool) exudate, fragments of epithelium, ete., are 
more or less completely dissolved. ‘This is then placed in 
centrifuge tubes and spun at a slow speed for a very short 
time. It is sufficient with a hand centrifuge to give the 
handle half a dozen turns. ‘This throws the parasites, if 
any are present, to the bottom of the tube. The potash 
solution containing the small particles of débris is poured off, 
and the tubes are half filled with water. Sugar solution 
is then added, and, after thorough mixing, the tubes are 
placed in the centrifuge. This time the machine is run 
as for the collection of worm eggs ; that is to say, for about 
a couple of minutes at 2,000 revolutions per minute. 
Finally, the parasites are collected from the surface by the 
cover glass as before. Preparations made in this way will 
contain the acari and practically nothing else. 

It is interesting to note that it is a not uncommon 
experience to find parasitic acari—in other words, mange 
parasites, in the feces of animals suffering from mange. 

At the time when the method was being worked out I 
well remember examining a sample of feces from a cat 
suspected of narbouring ascarides and finding the faces 
teeming with the acarus of sarcoptic mange, and since then 
similar findings have been made on a number of occasions. 
Only a fortnight ago L received a small swab carrying a 
trace of pus from a skin pustule, and a smear from another 
from a case of a skin disease in a dog. Examination of 
both of these was negative for mange. I asked the 
veterinary surgeon who sent the specimens if he would 
be good enough to let me have a sample of the dog’s feces. 
This he did, and the floatation technique for the demonstra- 
tion of worm eggs promptly revealed the presence of not 

It is quite worth while — at any rate, in dogs and cats —-to 
examine the faces by this method in cases of skin disease. 
I have not had any experience of it in horses or cattle, and 
1 should welcome the opportunity of examining such feces. 

With a number of samples of faeces kindly brought by the 
members of the Division, Dr. Sheather then demonstrated 
the technique. He also passed round photographs of the 
more common eggs found in the fwees of cattle, sheep, and 


dogs. 


Discussion. 


Mr. HEWER asked if there was any reliable treatment for 
coccidiosis in lambs, and expressed the opinion that a very 
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important feature of Dr. Sheather’s address was his state-” 
ment concerning the finding of mange parasites in the 
feces of dogs as facilitating the diagnosis of that disease. 

Mr. AVESTON enquired concerning cases in lambs which 
died from what appeared to be parasitic gastritis, and yet 
no worms could be found in the stomach. 

Mr. J. L. Perry asked how Dr. Sheather dealt with the 
fat found in the feces. He understood that chloroform 
and ether would dissolve the fat and render the finding of 
the eggs more easy. 

Mr. McInrosu expressed his great appreciation of Dr. 
Sheather’s address and said that the easy manner of its 
delivery showed that he was a master of his subject. 
He wished to ask him a question in regard to sarcoptic 
mange in the horse. Assuming that one was unable to 
detect any external evidence of the disease, but found 
evidence in the feces of the presence of the parasite, 
would one be justified in regarding that animal as a har- 
bourer of infection and would it be safe to apply the restric- 
tions which one was expected to do under the Act? 
He thought that opened up a very important question. 

The PRESIDENT voiced his personal thanks to Dr. Sheather 
for his extremely instructive demonstration. He rather 
wished that more could have been said concerning treat- 
ment, as the treatment of parasitic diseases of the alimen- 
tary tract was not very satisfactory. He himself had a 
case recently in a valuable horse with Strongylus tetracan- 
thus infestation. After some difficulty, he dispelled them 
only to find that the horse had Oxyuris curvula. Even- 
tually, he sought the assistance of Mr. Sealy Green, who 
cured the horse at one treatment, while he had been nine 
months in an unsuccessful attempt to do so. | 

‘Mr. GREEN said that if any member of the Division had 
a case of severe strongyle infestation he would be very 
pleased to send him a dose to try. 

Dr. SHEATHER, in the course of his reply to the points 
raised in the discussion, said (answering Mr. Hewer) that 
he was sorry that at the moment he could not tell him 
how to cure coccidiosis in lambs, but he thought there were 
not many cases of illness in lambs due to infestation with 
that parasite. It was his experience that lambs with 
large numbers of coccidia showed no evidence of disease. 

Mr. J. L. Perry had asked how he dealt with the fat in 
the feces. That was a difficult thing one came up against 
in dealing with the feces of dogs, as Mr. Perry had/said. 
One way of tackling it was by the use of ether and 
chloroform, but the best way was to centrifuge 
your watery suspension of the feces, first of all, without 
any sugar at all. That brought the fat to the top; then 
you started again, using the sugar solution. 

Mr. McIntosh had asked whether one would be justified 
in diagnosing mange in a horse whose feces were found to 
contain mange parasites, but whose skin showed no evi- 
dence of infection. It would not be justified, as a horse 
might easily have had the opportunity of nibbling at 
another which was infected and so pass the parasite in its 
feces. 

Mr. McInrosu agreed. 

With regard to Mr. Aveston’s question, Dr. SHzATHER 
pointed out that only one of the worms responsible for 
parasitic gastritis in lambs wzs readily detectable with the 
naked eye, but that there were several other species which 


required special technique for their detection in the 
stomach contents. 

Upon the proposition of the PrEsipENnT, seconded by 
Mr. Hewenr, Dr. Sheather was heartily accorded a vote of 
thanks for his address and demonstration. In acknow- 
ledging this, Dr. SHEA THER said he was sorry that he could 
not bring specimens which would have, so to speak, 
‘** jumped to the eye.”” He would have liked to have had 
feces for examination in which eggs were exceedingly 
numerous. 

Mr. C. E. Perry: As we have an eminent pathologist 
with us, perhaps one may be pardoned for going outside 
the range of the subject for consideration to-day and en- 
quiring of him if he has anything to tell us about the so- 
called canine hysteria: if he can enlighten us in any 
way as to the cause and can suggest any treatment. 

Dr. SHEATHER: I am afraid I have had no personal 
experience of this disease, and that I cannot reply in 
any satisfactory manner. A breeder of Red setters told me 
that he had got the trouble among his dogs and I spent 
three hours sitting in his run with 14 of these dogs 
galloping round. One was said to have had a fit 
two minutes before I got there, but I saw no signs of any- 
thing wrong. Moreover, the dog which was said to have 
had the fit was sent up to the Institute and I never saw 
the slightest sign of the disease in it, although we had it up 
there for three months. We have, at different times, had 
five ‘‘ affected ” dogs sent up to the Institute and in no 
case did they show the slightest abnormality. 

Mr. J. R. BARKER: I have seen several cases. ‘The 
disease exists mostly in Retrievers and Spaniels. A dog 
will be out with its owner, who is shooting, when it will 
give a whine and clear off, coming home perhaps an hour 
or two afterwards. I have given them gr. v. chloretone 
and they generally quieten down. 

What happens, I think, is this—that it is due to 
infection with some virus (the distemper virus or another) 
which causes gelato-hydration of the blood stream 
within the capillaries of the brain, producing a precipita- 
tion of protein particles, and this so affects the functional 
efficiency of the brain that the dog shows hysteria. In 
his remarkable work on “The Nature of Disease,’”” McDonagh 
describes (Part II, page 408-9) how hysteria can be pro- 
duced in the rabbit by half-shocking, and identifies the con- 
dition with the hysteria (psychic phenomena) produced, 
as he says, in distemper in dogs. I will send McDonagh’s 
account of his work to the Record for reproduction, as it 
is extraordinarily interesting in this connection. [This 
extract appears in our Clinical Section this week.—Ed.]. 

The condition does yield to treatment and I do not 
think there is any need to destroy the dog. Oxygenotherapy 
is quite a good way of treating it, for the oxygen dislodges 
the particles in the brain capillaries. Rarely, however, 
is the last of the virus eliminated from the system, and 
you may, therefore, get a second attack. 

There being no further discussion of pathological matters, 

The PrREstpENT said: I am sure you would like to record 
a vote of thanks to our retiring President. (Hear, hear.) 
It appears to me that Mr. Perry has in some measure kept 
his light hidden under a bushel, for he is of a retiring dis- 
position, but none the less he has quietly done a great 
deal of sterling work for this Division during his occupancy 
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of the Chair, as in previous years, and I should like to pro- 
pose a most hearty vote of thanks to him for the most 
excellent!manner in which he has filled the Chair during the 
past year. 

The vote of thanks was passed amid much applause. 

Mr. J. L. Perry: I am very much obliged to you for 
your vote of appreciation. What little I did during my 
year of office it has given me very great pleasure to do, 
and I may say that without capable officers behind me 
I might have been all at sea. We are blessed with a very 
good Secretary and also a very painstaking Treasurer, and 
Iam sure Mr.Coleman will find them, as I have, a very great 
help to him. (Hear, hear.) 

I think that every member should make it a rule to 
attend our meetings whenever possible. Do not stay away 
from a meeting merely because no special feature appears 
on the agenda, for we have found from experience that 
when there have been no particular subjects for considera- 
tion, the general discussions which have taken their place 
have been most interesting and attractive all round. 

Mr. J. C. Cotreman: I should now like to take 
this opportunity of welcoming amongst us to-day 
our very old friend Mr. Melntosh. (Applause.) 
Even before he was elevated to the important position 
of President of the ‘“‘ National ’’ Mr. McIntosh used to grace 
our meetings, and he has always been of assistance to us 
in anything we have had before us for the good of the 
profession. 

I can speak of him personally as a member of the Council 
of the Royal College. On that body, Mr. McIntosh 
has been one of the strongest supporters of all that is good 
in the profession and his opinion is very much respected 
by every member, old and young. In these few words 
I would like to weleome Mr. McIntosh and say that I feel 
it is a special favour to myself to have him here to-day. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. J. W. MclInrosu, President of the N.V.M.A.: I 
should like, in the first place, to thank you for the com- 
pliment you have paid me by inviting me to be present this 
afternoon and for the welcome you have extended to me. 
It is to me a real pleasure to meet with practitioners 
in this part of the country, for I am essentially one of the 
rank and file myself and I hold that the men who are 
scattered throughout the length and breadth of the 
country, doing ordinary routine work---the general prac- 
titioners—-are the pillars of the profession. 

In my capacity as President of the *‘ National,’ may | 
say a few words as to the work which we are doing ? For 
a long time the ‘‘ National” was without a home and 
was dependent upon voluntary workers for the conduct 
of its business. No longer can that be said. The 
‘** National’ has now got a home and we have permanent 
officials who are doing their work loyally and well, but it is 
to the voluntary workers throughout the country that we 
look for that driving force and interest which are essential, 
and every little help does act as a real stimulus to those 
who are doing the work at headquarters. 

The year which has closed was, under the able guidance 
of my esteemed friend Professor Wooldridge, a very pros- 
perous one, and there are indications that this year the 
Congress which is to be held at Neweastle will be as success- 
ful as that at Torquay which formed so conspicuous a 


very kind references to him. 


feature of 1927. We have at Newcastle a very energetic 
Committee and they are putting their whole heart and soul 
into the work, and have already got a very excellent 
programme mapped out. The provisional programme 
will shortly be published, but I can say now that the 
dates have been fixed—from the Ist to the 8th September. 
The Congress will thus open on a Saturday and that will 
give those who arrive from a distance the Sunday upon 
which to rest from their labours for a little. The work 
attaching to the preparation of a Congress cannot be 
accomplished without a great deal of self-sacrifice and hard 
work ; constant and insistent effort on the part of all 
members is desired, and I am sure we can rely upon the 
members of this important Division of the ‘* National ”’ 
to help us to make its work a real success. It is only by 
combining and showing a united front that we can hope: 
to attain the best results. (Applause.) 


The Annual Dinner. 


At the conclusion of the meeting, the company entered 
upon the enjoyment of the Annual Dinner, an admirable 
repast being served, as in previous years, by the Royal 
Hotel. 

Following upon the honouring of the loyal toasts, 
Mr. J. R. BARKER submitted ‘‘ The Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons.”’ In doing so, Mr. Barker said that the 
Royal College was their governing body, and he was con- 
fident that they would be justified in referring to it as a 
progressive body. ‘There were one or two things which 
enabled the members of the profession to judge of its 
progressiveness, and one was its educational policy. 
Since the War there had been distinct evidence of progress 
in the attitude of the Council of the Royal College towards 
the question of the preliminary examination. 

He was one of those who thought that just after the war 
was a good time to initiate the university matricula- 
tion examination as the standard of entry to veterinary 
colleges and he thought they might at no distant date 
see the time when all their students entered as matriculated 
undergraduates. 

Another test of progress was representation. He thought 
they could congratulate themselves, as a Division, in the 
representation they had on the Council of the R.C.V.S8. 
in the persons of Mr. Coleman and Mr. Rees. (Hear, hear.) 
The latter was up for re-election next June and he thought 
it was for them to do their utmost to see that he was 
returned. (Cheers.) 

Mr. W. D. Rees, whose name was coupled with the 
enthusiastically-honoured toast, asked to be permitted 
to return thanks, in the first place, to Mr. Barker, for his 
He was also deeply indebted 
to them for the kind way in which they had received the 
toast of the R.C.V.S. It was with the very deepest regret 
that Colonel Brittlebank, the President of the Royal College, 
had found himself unable to be present to respond to that 
toast. He could assure them that in Colonel Brittlebank 
who was now, as they knew, serving for his second and con- 
secutive term of office, they had a most devoted servant of 
the profession. (Cheers.) He could not do better, he thought, 
in commending such service to them, than quote the recent 
words of the revered head of the profession, Sir John 
M’Fadyean, in seconding the motion for Colonel Brittle- 
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bank’s re-election to the Chair of the Council : “* I suppose 
1 have the longest experience in this matter of any of the 
members of the Council, and I say without hesitation 
that he is the best President that has filled the Chair in 
my time.” (Applause.) 

He (Mr. Rees) was the youngest of the members repre- 
senting the R.C.V.S. Council there that night, and his 
term of office was coming to a close, and he could tell them 
this -that after an experience amounting to nearly four 
years’ work on the Council he could assure them, without 
fear of contradiction, that every member of the Council 
was activated by but one motive -the raising of the stan- 
dard of the profession. (Hear, hear.) The carrying out 
of their duties involved a great deal of work ; for instance, 
last week they started their labours at 11 o’clock on the 
Wednesday morning and were at it as hard as they could 
go until the Friday evening, working long hours cach day 
and well into the evenings. They were giving of their 
best, such as it was, and they were doing all they possibly 
could to enhance the value and the status of the pro- 
fession which they all loved in the eyes of the people of 
this country. (Cheers.) 

The toast of the ** National Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion of Great Britain and Ireland ”’ was submitted by Mr. 
Bb. Sayer, Mr. McLnrosu, in reply, saying that he was glad 
to think that the toast was one with which they could 
sympathise, because they were all interested in the pros- 
perity of the parent body, so that it was not necessary for 
him to say very much, and as he had already spoken with 
regard to certain aspects of the work which the ** National” 
was doing he would not detain them very long, but he 
would like to take that opportunity of paying tribute 
to the execllent work which was being done by the Com- 
mittees of the N.V.M.A. For instance, the Editorial 
Committee met every Monday at 4-30 and it some- 
times took them three hours to get through the multifarious 
matters laid before them. That was a very great sacrifice 
given in the interests of their profession. He thought 
a special tribute should be paid to the Chairman 
of that Committee, Sir John Moore, who was_ in- 
defatigable in his efforts and desired to do all he 
possibly could to advance the interests of the profession. 
Sir John’s whole-hearted attention to the onerous duties 
of his position said a great deal for one who, having retired, 
did not really need, from his own personal point of view, 
to interest himself in professional matters, but the personal 
point of view found no place in Sir John’s mental outlook. 
(Cheers.) 


All matters of interest would be welcomed at Head- 
quarters and they might rest assured that everything that 


was sent would receive most careful consideration, and the’ 


fact that the member had taken the trouble to send it 
was always remembered and appreciated. 


He hoped that every one of them would make every 
endeavour to support their President at Newcastle, 
for he was particularly anxious for the practitioners to 
come and help him carry on the work. 


Before sitting down he had the pleasure to submit 
the toast of the ‘‘ Mid-West and South Wales Division.” 
A Divisional meeting such as that was good for all of them : 
it brought them together—they who were in the same 


sphere of occupation. It was good for them to meet and to 
pool their knowledge and experiences from time to time. 


He understood that that Division had been in existence 
about nine years, and it was very pleasant to note the way 
in which the younger men were coming on—keen and 
anxious to take part in the work which some of the older 
members, not only of the Division but of the Association, 
would be compelled in the natural course of things to lay 
down. 


He desired to congratulate them upon the election to the 
Chair of the Division which they had made that day. 
He had known Mr. Coleman for a long time and although 
he did not always agree with him —(laughter) he respected 
Mr. Coleman as a man with a mind of his own, and one 
who would stick to his guns until he was shown in the 
wrong, which was by no means always the case. That was 
not the worst type of individual and he was sure 
that the interests of the Division would be well looked 
after in his hands. He coupled with that toast the name 
of their President. (Cheers.) 


The President, Mr. J. C. CoLEMAN, in response, thanked 
Mr. Melntosh for the very eulogistic manner in which he 
had proposed that toast and also for the very nice things 
which he had said about the members of that Division 
and about him personally. He had told them of the bene- 
fits accruing to membership of such an Association as 
theirs ; he hoped they had listened very carefully and that 
they would carry out his tenets. By so doing, Mr. McIntosh 
had deprived him of much that he was going to say, 
but at least that had the merit of saving him the trouble of 
telling them. (Laughteyr.) 


The President of the ** National’ had told them that 
he (Mr. Coleman) had a will of his own. He thought no 
man was a mau unless that could be said of him, and all 
had personality and individuality. 


If he might say so, he thought it had been rather a mis- 
take in that Division not to have a Presidential Address 
at the commencement of the President’s year of office, 
so that he could give them a line of thought upon which 
he could ask the members to go during the year that he was 
in office. 


He had something to spring upon them that night, 
of which he would like to know if they approved. The 
object of the Association, as Mr. McIntosh had said, 
was not only the raising of their social status, but also the 
acquisition of scientific knowledge and knowledge of every- 
thing pertaining to their profession, by the free interchange 
of views and experience. When they had anything out 
of the common presented at their meetings they usually 
had a good attendance. They were all very anxious to 
become as skilled as possible, so that they could give their 
clients the best value for their money, but he thought they 
ought to be a little more generous to themselves and they 
could best do that by each one of them devoting a little 
time to studying the politics of the profession, in order that 
the social status of the profession in the eyes of the world 
might be increased —the veterinary surgeon hid his light 
under a bushel. With that object in view, he suggested 
that they might, during his year of office, devote the 
majority of thei: meetings to the discussion of veterinary 
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politics, and if it would be acceptable to them he would 
read them a paper on the Public Health Act and the 
Diseases of Animals Act, both of which, in his opinion, 
were obsolete. In a vain endeavour to keep these old Acts 
up-to-date, and to render them workable, they were being 
snowed under with a mass of new Orders, which served no 
purpose but to make confusion worse confounded. 


* We are still a long way from the realisation of our ideal 
that the work which rightly belongs to the sphere of the 
veterinary surgeon should be recognised as his province,” 
continued the President. ‘* As an instance of the state 
of affairs which prevails in consequence of our failure, 
as a nation, to utilise the services of the veterin- 
arian to the full in the preservation of the public 
health, I will cite a case which was heard yesterday 
at the Swindon Borough Police Court, in which two butchers 
were prosecuted for exhibiting meat for sale in an unfit 
condition for human food. I want to read you the evidence 
of the sanitary inspector who inspected the sides of beef 
in question and who passed them as fit for human food 
prior to their being seized. ‘Charles John Flookes, 
Sanitary Inspector and Surveyor to the Wallingford 
Council, said he was also meat inspector for the borough. 
He had from time to time inspected practically all the 
animals that were slaughtered in Mr. Bosley’s registered 
slaughterhouse. Witness examined two carcases of beef 
on 8th October, and he told Mr. Smith (butcher) that they 
were fit for human food. At that time he did not know what 
stripping looked like. He overlooked the stripping on 
that particular occasion. . . That, proceeded the 
President, was the actual position to-day. Those sanitary 
inspectors went up for a very short training course and 
they weut back with their certificate—expert meat in- 
spectors. 

The only position that the veterinary surgeon had under 
the Public Health Act, in this regard, was a permissive 
one, ¢.¢., he might act as a meat inspector if he was selected, 
but he had no right, no status. He would like more of their 
meetings in the ensuing year to be devoted to the considera- 
tion of such anomalies as that. 

As had been said, the object of the Association was the 
betterment of themselves and the good of the public, 
but at the same time the social status of the veterinary 
profession was not what he would have it to be. Certain 
individuals had very good positions but, taking the rank 
and file, he was afraid they occupied second place. 


His suggestion was that at one of their first meetings 
of the year a resolution should be carefully thought out 
and submitted to the ‘‘ National ”’ and the other Divisions, 
so that they should start a fight to try and remedy those 
administrative evils that wore existing to-day. 


He thanked them for the cordial way in which they had 
received that toast and he sincerely hoped that his year 
of office would be satisfactory to them and a success to 
the profession as a whole. (Cheers.) 

All present expressed assent to the President’s proposal 
as to his presentation of a paper and it was agreed that the 
suggestion should be considered by the Council of the 
Division. 

W. D. Rees, Hon. Secretary. 
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Royal Counties Division. 


ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER At’ READING. 


The Reading meeting and dinner of this Division, held 
on 3rd February, 1928, maintained its reputation as a 
thoroughly enjoyable fixture, and the unusually large 
number of members who failed to attend missed an admir- 
able clinical discussion in the afternoon and a very jolly 
evening function. 

Both meeting and dinner were held at the Great Western 
Hotel, under the Presidency of Captain W. L. Little, and 
there were also present Messrs. J. B. Baxter, J. Bell, 
R. E. C. Bullen, J. C. Coleman, I. R. R. Coleman, J. A. 
Cratt, Major J. J. Dunlop, Messrs. C. Elphicke, G. P. Male, 
J. W. McIntosh, Major G. Rees-Mogg, Lieut.-Col. P. J. 
Simpson, Mr. 8. H. Slocock, Major F. J. Taylor, Mr. F. 
W. Willett, Mr. J. Willett and Major R. Catmur (Hon. 
Secretary). 

Visitors. —Major H. Kirk, Mr. R. Gregg, Captain W. 
KX. Townson and Col. G. K. Walker. 

Apologies for absence were sent by Messrs. J. L. Addis, 
W. A. Austin, A. Barr, H. Bell, Captain T. J. Bosworth, 
Professor J. B. Buxton, Mr. T. G. Chamberlain, Captain 
H. B. Collet. Major A. C. Duncan, Messrs. A. V. Franklin, 
R. E. Glover, C. J. N. Godfrey, J. R. Hewer, Principal 
F. T. G. Hobday, T. M. C. Hunt, Major H. C. Jagger, 
Major H. G. Lepper, Mr. T. Lepper. Mr. J. MelKerlie, Major- 
General Sir John Moore, Mr. 8. Pennington, Captain KE. 
Brayley Reynolds, Captain H. L. Roberts, Major P. W. 
Dayer Smith, Professor A. R. Smythe, Major R. C. Ten- 
nant, Mr. Kk. P. Thorne, Mr. F. T. Trewin, Major EK. G. 
Turner, Captain 8S. Villar, Mr. E. Wilkinson, Col. W. A. 
Wood and Professor G. H. Wooldridge. 

At the commencement of the proceedings Licut.-Col 
P. J. Stmrson said: As we all know, we have all this week 
been mourning the loss of a very great soldier and one 
really of our own profession, for Earl Haig, as we all 
remember, was made an Honorary Associate of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. Although he was not a 
member of the ** National,”’ he was an honorary member of 
our profession and I am sure that we in this room would 
wish to show that his memory has not been forgotten 
to-day, by standing in silent tribute, as showing how much 
we appreciate all the great work he did for his country. 

The meeting responded. 

The minutes of the last meeting of the Division, having 
been published in the Record, were taken as read and were 
confirmed. 

Correspondence.(1) The Secretary read the list of 
those who had apologised for non-attendance, and was 
instructed to convey to those who were unable to be 
present on account of illness the sympathy of the members 
and their earnest wishes for early restoration to health. 

(2) From the late President, Professor Buxton, 
acknowledging the resolution of thanks passed to him by 
the members for his services in the chair the preceding year, 

(3) From the Secretary of the N.V.M.A., acknowledging 
the receipt of the Division’s resolution concerning Dr. 
Sheather’s application for a viviseetion licence for his 
premises and saying that the former would be laid before 
the Council of the ‘ National.” 
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(4) From Dr. A. L. Sheather, thanking the members 
of the Division for their unanimous support. 

(5) From the Secretary of the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute, re the appointment of a delegate to the Congress 
of the Institute to be held at Plymouth in July next. 

The Prestpent: I think I should complete Professor 
Buxton’s letter, part of which our Secretary left unread. 
Professor Buxton says: “ This” (the enjoyable nature of 
his year of office) ‘‘ has been entirely due to the excellent 
manner in which you have run your President and the 
Association.”” (Laughter and applause). 

In regard to the letter from the Royal Sanitary Institute, 
it was agreed that a delegate be sent, the delegate to be 
the President or his nominee. 

The Prestpent: It has been suggested that perhaps 
I could get a nominee who is a member, not only of our 
Society, but of another association, and who would represent 
both, thus securing a sharing of the expense. 

The members signified assent. 

The Auditor’s report and balance sheet, which disclosed 
a very satisfactory financial position, were submitted and 
approved. In the proposition of Major TAYLOR, seconded 
by Colonel Simpson, it was agreed to transfer the sum of 
£50 standing on deposit for investment in Government 
Stock, and the President and the Hon. Treasurer (Mr. Male) 
were appointed Trustees. 


SUGGESTED ALTERATION IN CONSTITUTION OF COUNCIL 
N.V.M.A. 


Representatives to Council N.V.M.A.—Col. P. J. 
Simpson and Mr. J. Willett were re-elected to represent 
the Division on the ‘*‘ National ’’ Council, the Hon. Secre- 
tary being an ex-officio member of Council. ‘The meeting 
gave some time to the consideration to the question of 
Divisional representation on the Council of the parent 
body, the matter being raised by Colonel Simpson’s 
suggestion that, on the principle that new blood was 
desirable, they should nominate someone in his stead, 
and by the refusal of the meeting to accept the suggestion. 

The PRESIDENT pointed out that the present basis of 
representation was one representative for every fifty 
members, plus the Hon. Secretary, as an ex-officio member 
of Council. The obvious solution of the difficulty, so far as 
that Division was concerned, if they wanted both to retain 
Colonel Simpson as their representative and to intréduce 
new blood, was to increase their membership from its 
present figure of ninety-one to 100, when they would be 
entitled to three representatives on the Council of the 
** National.” If any of those present knew members of 
the profession who were practising near them and who 
were not members of that Division, he hoped they would 
do their best to get them to join. 

Colonel Simpson, thanking the members for his re- 
election, promised that he would do as much work as he 
possibly could—and there was a lot of work at the London 
office for members of council on committees. They had 
an average of two and perhaps three meetings a week 
all the year round. He wished to know if it would be 
possible for them to send a recommendation up to the 
** National’ that the Presidents of the Divisions, in 
addition to the Hon. Secretaries, could be ez-officio 
members of the Council of the N.V.M.A. The Hon. 


Secretaries of Divisions were very useful as representatives, 
of course, but he could not help feeling that there was 
some unintentional casting of a slur on the President 
if he could not have the same right and dignity conferred 
upon him that the Secretary had. 

Mr. J. W. McInvrosu (President, N.V.M.A.) said that at 
the present time the constitution of the ‘‘ National ” 
did not allow the President of a Division to become an 
ex-officio member of the Council. ‘The matter was, 
however, a very important one and one which, he thought, 
ought to be considered by the ‘‘ National” ; the proposed 
change would involve an alteration in the constitution 
of the N.V.M.A. 

Mr. G. P. MAie seconded the proposition, saying that 
the addition of the Presidents would result in the securing 
of new blood for the N.V.M.A. committees, which was 
always a desirable thing. 

The PRESIDENT expressed the view that, while it might 
be an advantage to have fresh blood on the Council of the 
** National,” they should remember that it took a represen- 
tative some time to get into the running of things as a 
council-man, yet they would be sending up a new represen- 
tative each year in their President. That would be a 
distinct disadvantage in the temporary nature of their 
representation through the President, for continuity and 
experience were important features of service on such a 
body as the Council of the N.V.M.A. 

Colonel Stmpson assured the President that anyone 
going on to the N.V.M.A. Council could be of use from the 
very first meeting he attended. He did think that not 
only would there be a great deal of advantage in the 
Presidents joining the Council, but that it was an honour 
which should be accorded the titular heads of the Divisions 
of the Association. 

The following resolution, proposed by Colonel Stimpson 
and seconded by Mr. MALE, was then put to the meeting 
and carried unanimously for forwarding to the Council of 
the N.V.M.A.: “ That in the opinion of this Division, 
it is desirable that Divisional representation upon the 
N.V.M.A. Council should include the Presidents of the 
Divisions as ex-officio members, in addition to the Hon. 
Secretaries.” 

Representative to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund.—-Colonel Stmpson said that as he had been honoured 
with the Secretaryship of the Fund, it would be well for the 
Division to take advantage of his ex-officio position on the 
Council of the Fund by appointing a member in his stead 
as their representative. 

The meeting accepted the suggestion, and appointed 
Mr. G. P. Male as the representative of the Division. 

Resignations. —The SECRETARY reported the receipt of 
resignations from membership of Mr. A. J. Baxter (Lech- 
lade), Mr. G. H. Williams (Chippenham), and Mr. C. Wood 
Page (Banbury). These resignations were accepted with 
regret. 

Nominations. Nominations for membership of the 
Division were received of Mr. R. Gregg and Mr. Walter 
Weston. 

Elections..-The following gentlemen were elected as 
members: Major W. H. Kirk (London), Professor A. R. 
Smythe (Royal Veterinary College), Capt. W. K. Townson 
(Peterborough), and Colonel G. K. Walker (Abingdon). 
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Repeorr or DELEGATE TO THE RoyYAt SANITARY 
INSTITUTE CONGRESS, 1927. 


The PrEsIDENT, who represented the Division at this 
Congress at Hastings in July, 1927, presented the following 
report :— 

Gentlemen,--As your delegate I attended the 38th 
Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute, which was held 
at Hastings on July |lth--16th, under the presidency of 
the Right Hon. Sir Wm. Joynson Hicks, Secretary of 
State for Home Affairs. As usual, the subjects for 
discussion were very varied and numerous, ranging from 
Smallpox to Modern Bathroom Accommodation in 
Hotels.”” Among those which were of interest to veterinary 
surgeons were: Canned Meat,” Canned Fish,’ The 
Keeping of Domestic Animals in Towns,” ‘ The Adminis- 
tration of the Milk and Dairies Order, 1926,” ‘“* The Licensed 
Knacker and Public Health -A Menace or an Asset ?” 
“ The Case for the Publie Abattoir.” ‘* Compensation for 
Contiscation (this last dealt with compensation for 
tuberculous carcases) and, of course, the two papers of the 
Veterinary Hygiene Section: Tuberculous Infeetion in 
Milk as affected by recent Legislation,’’ by Mr. J.S8. Lloyd, 
F.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary Inspector for the City of 
Sheffield, and Pure Milk,’’ by myself. 

With such a large number of papers there was bound to 
be some overlapping. e.g., the section of Hygiene of Food 
held their meeting at the same time as the section of 
Veterinary Hygiene. Unfortunately, I was only able to 
be present on two days, and to hear the paper by Mr. Lloyd, 
besides reading my own. 

The Section of Veterinary Hygiene was very well 
attended each day. Prof. J. Basil Buxton, the President, 
presided the first day, but unfortunately could not be 
present the second day, the chair being taken by Alderman 
W. Phené Neal, J.P. It was also unfortunate that Mr. 
Lloyd was absent owing to illness. His paper was read by 
Mr. Tweed and has been published. I am sure you will 
agree that it was admirable. The discussion was carried 
on by Messrs. Burndred and McAllen, Professor Wooldridge, 
Col. Brittlebank and others, Mr. Tweed replying. 

It was very gratifying to me to find that so many thought 
my paper of interest. There was a long and interesting 
discussion, carried on by a large number of delegates ; 
time did not give me the opportunity I would have liked to 
reply to it. I should very much have liked to see more 
members of our profession present, and take an active 
part in these Congresses. 


The social attractions were as numerous and varied, 


as the business programme, including a reception by the 
Rt. Worshipful the Mayor of Hastings, luncheons, a break- 
fast, the Congress Dinner, and visits to places of interest 
in the neighbourhood. Opportunity was also given to 
delegates to play golf, to indulge in bathing, ete. The 
out-of-door arrangements were rather spoilt by the 
inclement weather—the garden party, for instance, had 
to be cancelled. ° 

I very much wanted to attend the Congress Dinner, but 
the number of tickets was restricted to 200, and I applied 
too late. I understand it was a great success. 

The meeting accorded a hearty vote of thanks to the 
Pres!dent for officiating as the Division’s delegate 
at the Congress and for his report thereupon. 
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Cases or INTEREST. 


Mr. G. P. Mate: I hoped to have been able to show 
you a cow to-day, but unfortunately she thought other- 
wise. (Laughter.) She was a case of pericarditis com- 
plicated with pleurisy. She was showing very definite 
symptoms, and there was a good deal of dropsical swelling 
under the thorax, extending up the ribs and under the 
throat. 

I decided to operate and open up the pericardium, but 
the cow was in a very weak condition, as she had not eaten 
for some days. We decided, in view of this, that chloroform 
would not be advisable, so we chose a local anesthetic 
and injected gr. v. cocaine along the course of the incision. 
We then removed part of the fifth rib—about 6 inches of it. 


As soon as the thorax was opened, of course there was a_ 


vast quantity of fluid expelled by the respiratory move- 
ments, which was sprayed into the air for some distance. 
There were some gallons of fluid in the chest, and it was 
very foul, stinking fluid, too. 

An incision was then made into the pericardium. Opening 
it down to the sternum and, inserting my hand, T was 
very disappointed in not being able to bring out some piece 
of wire or foreign body, such as I thought was in the 
pericardium. I got my hand through the pericardium and 
felt round as well as I could, but my movements were 
restricted, on account of the adhesions which had taken 
place between the pericardium, heart and chest wall, 

During this performance the cow stopped respiring 
and the heart momentarily stopped. She had to be 
propped up on to her chest, and a hypodermic injection of 
strychnine and ether was given. She started breathing 
again, and the heart resumed its function. The chest 
was irrigated with normal saline solution and the cow 
recovered so well that next morning she walked into 
another box. 

As « result of the operation the respirations improved 
a great deal, also the heart, and we had hopes of her 
recovery. Unfortunately, she only lived three days. 

Mr. Gregg made a post-mortem examination and he found 
a very terrible state of affairs. There were adhesions 
everywhere, the pericardium was an enormous size, and he 
found what was the cause of the pericarditis, and that was 
a small screw (with rather a bjg head), about jin. long. 
The screw had punctured the reticulum and the diaphragm, 
but it was not long enough to go right through the peri- 
ecardium. Whether the infection of the pericardium came 
by means of the septie pleurisy, or whether the pericardium 
was infected during the respiratory movements by slight 
punctures of the screw, I do not know. 

IT mention the case to show the great difficulties of the 
operation. IT pointed out as I was going along the danger 
to the cow and also the great danger to the operator, for 
with this foul, septic material flying about it was, I think, 
very lucky that I was able to record the case. (Laughter.) 
If the operation had been successful,i.e., if the cow had lived, 
there would, even though the wound had healed success- 
fully, still have been infection from the screw, and the 
case would thus have been absolutely hopeless. However, 
I hope to do some more, and I trust the results will be 
more satisfactory. 

Mr. F. W. Witxierr: I should like to ask Mr. Male if 
he has tried Mr. Imrie’s treatment, 7.¢e.. if he has in 


| 
| 


178 No. 9. Vol. VIII. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


March 3, 1928. 


suspected cases of traumatic pericarditis tried raising the 
forequarters. We have had two cases lately of cows with 
digestive trouble which we suspected might be due to 
traumatic pericarditis. In addition to other appropriate 
treatment, we raised them, and they certainly improved 
rapidly and recovered in a very short time. 

Mr. MALE: Personally, I do not see how that method of 
raising the forequarters in traumatic pericarditis can do 
any good, because you cannot thereby control the respira- 
tory movements which make the foreign body travel 
along, and the cow must lay down. 

Mr. F. W. W1LteTt : The idea is to throw the contents of 
the abdomen away from the diaphragm. 

Capt. W. K. Townson: I have tried this — in 
two cases, raising the fore feet of the cow at least 18 inches 
higher than the hind quarters. Both of these animals 
have since been slaughtered (died) and post-mortem 
examinations were made with a view to ascertaining 
whether there was any foreign body in the pericardium 
or thereabouts, and in neither case was a foreign body found. 
There was fibrinous pleurisy in one case with cedema of 
chest wall and dewlap, and associated with Johne’s disease, 
and the other case was a typical case of tuberculosis, with 
immense caseation round the pericardium, and also in the 
mediastinal and bronchial glands. 

Major G. Rees-Moaee@: I should like to ask Mr. Male 
a question concerning the case of pericarditis, which 
interests me particularly, as I had a similar case in my own 
herd. Was there any previous history of the cow’s going 
off her food and giving less milk, and, on post-mortem, 
did he find the wound through the reticulum into the 
diaphragm healed up ? 

Mr. MALE : The cow had shown some signs of indigestion 
and stomach trouble for some time, and then it became 
acutely ill with symptoms of pericarditis and pleurisy. 
The screw was still in position through the wall of the 
reticulum, but the head of the screw would not allow it to 
go right through. 

Major Taytor: Did she have the characteristic grunt ? 

Mr. MALE: Not while we had her in the hospital. 

Major Taytor: I should like to congratulate you upon 
your very courageous surgery, Mr. Male. 

Mr. MALE: The most difficult part of the operation was 
sawing through the ribs: owing to the fluid expelled and 
her critical condition. I would remind the merhbers 
that the operation of sawing through the ribs is done in 
the human subject. Someone I know had twelve ribs 
sawn through at each end to collapse his chest, and it was 
all done with a local anesthetic. He told me that the 
sawing was very unpleasant, but he felt no actual pain. 

The Hon. Secretary : You may remember that at our 
November, 1926 meeting in London, Professor Wooldridge 
exhibited a gelding in which he had produced an artificial 
fistula of the urethra. 

I have a similar case to report in a hunter pony gelding, 
13 hands, and 13 years old. A year ago a small growth 
was removed from the glans penis. On coming up from 
grass last year, a foul discharge was found to be issuing 
from the sheath : this was due to a large sloughing growth, 
about the size of a cocoanut, involving the glans and free 
portion of the penis, and beginning to encroach on the 
urethra. 


It was decided to amputate the penis and create an 
artificial fistula of the urethra. The animal was operated 
upon in the recumbent position under chloroform. The 
urethra was first incised at the ischial arch and its edges 
were drawn and fixed by fine sutures to the edges of the 
incision in the skin of the perineum, which was about 
1} inches long. ‘The rather considerable hemorrhage was 
controlled by artery forceps. The penis was amputated 
by simple section, hemorrhage in this case being controlled 
by the actual cautery. 

The perineal -wound healed by first intention, and 
micturition takes place freely through the artificial 
opening which is invisible when the pony is at rest. There 
has been no further growth on the stump of the penis, 
and the pony has been hunted regularly throughout this 
season. Professor Buxton made an examination of the 
growth, which proved to be carcinoma. 

Mr. J. C. CoLeEMAN : About the 9th January it was rather 
bad weather and the hunters were being exercised on straw. 
The hunter which is the subject of these remarks was out 
on the 9th showing no signs of illness of any sort—in fact, 
it was very fresh. On the 10th at 6-30 a.m. the groom 
noticed the horse showing slight griping pains. He gave 
it two doses of gaseous fluid and it got no better, and I 
was called in. On my arrival the horse was standing with 
apparently nothing the matter—pulse and temperature 
normal. I continued to observe the animal for about 
15 minutes and noticed continual regurgitation in the 
cesophagus and once a small quantity of ingesta came from 
the nostril. I immediately diagnosed the condition as a 
ruptured stomach, and gave an unfavourable prognosis. 
I gave gr.v. morphia. One hour afterwards the temperature 
was up to 103 degrees, and the pulse became very wiry, 
but the horse did not show the anxious look one associates 
with ruptured stomach. I left the premises and on 
returning in three-quarters of an hour’s time I found the 
symptoms very much aggravated. The horse looked 
as though it had been lathered all over with a shaving brush. 
I left at twenty past one, and at five minutes to two I 
had a wire saying that the horse was dead. I made a 
post-mortem and found a rupture of the stomach about 
5 inches long, and a great deal of ingesta amongst the 
abdominal contents. There was not the slightest sign of 
metastasis, showing that the rupture had taken place not 
very long before I saw the animal. In the small colon 
I found three growths which entirely surrounded the 
bowel, and the lumen was reduced to such a small size 
that you could only get your first finger through. The 
small colon in front of these swellings was more or less 
ballooned, and my opinion is that the ingesta passed so 
slowly through these constricted portions that it caused 
back pressure upon the stomach, causing a distention and 
ultimate rupture. 

Professor Tom Hare, to whom I sent, the small colon 
containing the constricting growths, informs me that it is 
a very interesting case, and that he is of the opinion that 
they are sarcomatous. 

Mr. S. H. Stocock : [ should like to say a word in regard 
to Mr. Coleman’s case. It is a matter of great interest to 
those of us who still have a horse patient or two. It is 
usually understood, I believe, that regurgitation and vomi- 
tion in the horse is clear evidence of a ruptured stomach. 
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It is not so in all cases. I have had distinct vomition in 
several cases in which the animal has made a good recovery. 
I was called out one morning at the end of the summer to 
a horse which worked during the day, and was turned out to 
grass at night. One morning he had come in in the usual 
way. when vomition started. The animal had flooded 
the place with water and grass, and of course directly I 
saw it I thought it was a case of ruptured stomach. I was 
not able to do more than give a subcutaneous injection of 
morphia. This I did, and the animal made a first-rate 
recovery and was well within an hour: it isperfectly evident 
that there could have been no ruptured stomach. In 
many bowel cases in which the stomach and the small 
intestine are involved we get almost an impossibility of 
swallowing through regurgitation, and I at one time 
described it as possibly a reflex peristalsis, but they tell me 
that the term is incorrect. That brought to my mind, and 
will to yours, the great difficulty one has in getting the 
horse to swallow a drench in many cases of intestinal 
trouble. I believe it is not always that the horse will not 
swallow, but that in many cases he cannot. 


Mr. J. Witxerr: All those interested in dog practice 
will have met with cases of paralysis, especially in the 
smaller dogs. About two years ago I adopted the practice 
of trying to combat this trouble by suspending the animal 
by its hind legs and swinging it. Fifteen cases thus 
paralysed have regained their power and are running about 
at the present time. When you suggest this treatment to 
your clients they are horrified, until you demonstrate to 
them that it is not a painful process, but just a form of 
trapeze, such as one can use oneself. The treatment has 
proved to be of very real benefit in my hands. 


Another matter I have to bring forward is with regard 
to chorea following upon distemper. I have had several 
cases lately, more especially in the bitch, where they have 
been very bad cases of chorea and where they have broken 
down in a condition of locomotor ataxia. I have two cases 
now in my mind (not acute cases, of course), and I have 
suggested when they have got to a certain condition and 
where they are valuable bitches, that they should be mated. 
I had one case ina Labrador in the nursing home and for 
some time she had had inco-ordination. We eventually sent 
her home, and I told the owner to have her mated at the 
earliest opportunity, saying that I thought maternity 
would effect some benefit. The bitch mated and brought 
forth seven fine puppies and she was so completely restored 
to health that at the last Crystal Palace show she took two 


first prizes, and the judge told the man who showed her: 


that had she been entered for the Challenge Certificate 
she would have beaten the bitch that took it. 


Major Kirk: Assuming that pregnancy in the bitch 
exerts a salutary effect upon chorea, what analagous 
treatment have we in the case of male dogs? If mating 
a bitch is really a cure for chorea in that animal, 
it rather suggests that the effect is obtained by bringing 
the reproductive organs into play and increasing the 
secretions of the ovaries. By further deduction, it might 
prove a useful procedure to administer extract of ovary 
or of some other genital organ. The grafting of ovarian 
tissue might be even surer. If there is anything at all in 
this, it certainly seems that chorea might depend upon 
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some glandular disorder, a subject which might pay to 
follow up. 

As regards curing paralysis by holding the dog upside 
down and swinging it, I fear some of the dear old ladies 
with whom [ meet in practice would indeed be shocked 
if L suggested such a treatment. But does Mr. Willett 
feel sure that it was this method which effected the cures, 
because I get a very fair percentage of cures by other 
means, and suppose that others do too. ; 

Reverting once more to chorea, I recommend members 
to try Parke, Davis’ new capsule containing chloretone, 
pot. brom., and belladonna. They have been very 
successful in my hands, and particularly in canine hysteria. 

Colonel Stmeson: Mr. Willett told me about this sus- 
pending treatment for chorea two years ago, and I adopted 
it in three or four cases. The first case belonged to a West 
End specialist, and it had been paralysed for at least six 
weeks. He consulted me about it and I told him [ was 
going to attempt this form of treatment. I had that dog 
at my place in the country for one month ; at the end of 
that time, during which it had been swung twice daily, 
the dog went away cured, and has remained quite well 
during the last two years. Another case was a black 
mongrel, very fat. It was brought into me_ shewing 
evidence of pain across the loins. I first treated it for 
rheumatism, but in a few days it became paralysed. That 
was a very heavy dog, but it was swung, and that dog is 
now as well as ever it was. I have had two or three other 
cases and I must say I support Mr. Willett in what he has 
said, although I will not attempt to explain how the cure is 
effected. 

Mr. J. WiLtett : The first case that determined me was 
a Pekinese that belonged to a well known surgeon in 
Devonshire Place. He showed this dog to four or five 
other surgeons, and they all said it was hopeless. There 
is one point of particular interest about it to my mind, 
and that is that in the beginning these cases are the result 
of previous injury or disease. My idea was this: that 
if you are swinging an animal suffering from an effusion 
on the spine, the action will help to diffuse the effusion, and 
thus relieve the pressure on the spinal column. If the 
condition has been in existence for some time you get an 
anemia of the muscles of the quarters, and on swinging 
the dog all the blood rushes to the head. Then, upon 
returning the animal to its normal position, the blood rushes 
back to the parts affected, and that acts as a tonic. 

Mr. MALE: Are these cases of spinal pachymeningitis, 
or are they cases of injury to the spine? , 

Mr. J. Witcterr: Asarule, you get no previous history, 
the animals are brought simply dragging their hind legs 
along the ground. 

Major F. J. Tayior: L have been having good results by 
the administration of Elixir Hormonigen (Hewlett’s) 
in chorea, and that. I believe, is an extract of thyroid, 
pituitary, ovary, and testicular glands. I recommend it 
as well worth a trial. 

Referring to the paralysis one sees immediately after a 
motor accident, with which we are all only too familiar 
nowadays, when dogs are completely paralysed posterior 
to the dorsal region, and in great pain from shock, and 
spinal effusion, I have inserted suppositories of Parke, 
Davis's vaginal chloretone compound, using a long pair of 
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lubricated obstetric forceps, 10 inches, into the small bowel, 
with very good results. It has the effect of allaying the 
pain and dispersing the temporary effusion on the spine, 
and possibly checking small hemorrhages from the mucous 
membrane. 

Mr. CoLEMAN : Speaking of chorea, about three weekS 
ago I was called in to a valuable kennel of Greyhounds: 
where they had been losing a number of dogs from a rather 
obscure disease. The majority of them appeared perfectly 
well, except that they did not exhibit quite their normal 
liveliness. They then gradually lost flesh, for no apparent 
reason, and then showed a rise of temperature, and that, 
for a week or ten days, was all that was manifested. 
Some then began to show pulmonary symptoms, and to 
exhibit weakness of the hind limbs. I have one now, worth 
about £1,000, so if you can tell me what to do I shall be very 
much obliged to you. This dog had double pneumonia. 
The pneumonia appears now to have resolved itself. The 
temperature remains 103 degrees to 104 degrees. He takes 
all concentrated food offered him, but he continues to get 
weaker and thinner in condition. I observed a slight 
muco-purulent discharge from the eyes to-day for the 
first time. 

Mr. J. Witterr: I think Mr. Coleman has described a 
very mild attack of distemper running through a kennel. 
You often get attacks of distemper with no definite 
symptoms until choreic symptoms arise. 

Mr. CoLeMAN : Not very mild, when seven or eight dogs 
died before I saw them. Moreover, I do not think there is 
chorea at all : I think it is weakness. 

Major TAaytor : Might I ask if they have a husky cough ? 

Mr. CoLEMAN: None whatever ; indeed, some of them 
show no pulmonary symptoms at all. They simply get 
weaker and weaker. 

The PrestpENT: One thing struck me in regard to 
Mr. Male’s case of pericarditis ; it is, that if he had seen 
the case earlier it might have been one which would have 
benefited from the adoption of Mr. Imrie’s method of 
‘** putting them on the boards” as he calls it. Another 
point is in all these cases, when you cannot find a 
foreign body in the pericardium, to make another incision 
just over the reticulum, insert your hand into the abdominal 
cavity and see if you can feel it. 

Major F. J. Taytor: I had a similar case the day before 
yesterday, a cow being shewn to me with the history that, 
when being driven home for milking, it suddenly threw up 
its head and exhibited symptoms of salivation and choking. 
The bailiff with difficulty got the animal home, when, in a 
few minutes, it dropped down dead in the box. I thought 
on first inspection of the carcase it might be a case of 
obscure anthrax: the cow was lying on her left side and 
blood-stained froth was issuing from both nostrils. I 
satisfied myself by taking and examining a blood smear 
that it was not anthrax, and on subsequently making a 
post-mortem we found the whole of the liver adherent to the 
diaphragm, and a very large abscess between the two large 
lobes containing about a pint of semi-inspissated pus. There 
were indications of a puncture through the diaphragm 
and pericardium, and into the heart, which was a con- 
tributory cause of the sudden collapse, and death, and on 
further careful examination we discovered a short wire 
nail, not more than lin. long, penetrating through the 


reticulum, and by its rusty and stained condition it must 
have been gradually penetrating for some time, suddenly 
perforating the diaphragm and entering the pericardium 
and heart wall. I quote the case because of the shortness 
of the foreign body, and its power of penetrating so many 
structures under continual pressure and friction. 

Mr. MALE: I omitted to mention that there was a large 
abscess in connection with the hepatic lymphatic gland, and 
think, therefore, that even if the cow had been raised in front, 
it would not have prevented the septic material from infec- 
ting the liver. I think we might have opened into the 
rumen and got hold of the head of the screw there—-prob- 
ably that would have been better than opening into the 
reticulum. 

Next Meeting. 

The Prestpent: At our next meeting we are to 
have a discussion on Major Duncan’s paper. You will 
remember that Mr. Bullock opened the discussion at our 
London meeting in November. There is so much more 
to be said that Mr. Bullock is hoping to have an opportunity 
of adding to the discussion at our next meeting. (Hear, 
hear.) The Secretary is circularising a copy of the paper, 
and I hope that will help towards the discussion. 

It was agreed to hold the next meeting (on the last Friday 
in April) at Oxford. 

(To be continued with Presidential Address 
and Report of Annual Dinner.) 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns 


Diary of Events. 


March 5th—Meeting of the Editorial Committee 
N.V.MLA., 4-30 p.m. 

March 16th-—Meeting of the Lancashire Division at 
Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool. 


Any Veterinary Surgeon who is intending to apply 
for a Government Appointment in the Straits Settlements 
is advised to consult the Secretary of the R.C.V.S. before 
sending in his application. 


A Bill to prohibit the vivisection of Dogs has been 
presented to the House of Commons by Sir Robert Gower. 
The Bill is supported by several other members of Parlia- 


ment. 


Dr. de Herrera, the Uruguayan Special Ambassador, 
visited the Smithfield Meat Markets on 23rd February 
under the guidance of Mr. T. Dunlop Young, veterinary 
surgeon to the City Corporation. 


PERSONAL. 


Birth.—On Feb, 24th, at Heaton Chapel, Stockport, the 
wife of R. C. Locke, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., a son. 


MECHANISATION IN INDIA. 

Progress is being made in India in the mechanisation 
of the Army. Artillery, partially mechanised, will be 
tried during 1928, and mechanical transport will be de- 
veloped a further stage now that a branch of the Indian 
Army Service Corps for the purpose is well advanced. 
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As reported in The Times, the six-wheeled tractor has been 
found suitable for Indian purposes, and a number of these 
vehicles will be brought into commission at en early date. 
Horse and mule transport will still be indispensable for 
certain areas, and mechanical transport will march abreast 
of civil development in order that a reserve may be es- 
tablished in commercial life. Bullock-cart transport will 
eventually disappear.— The Times. 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 


Usr OF THE HUMANE KILLER. 


In the House of Commons on February 28th, Mr. Day 
asked the Minister of Agriculture whether his attention 
had been called to the cruelty that was perpetrated in 
many instances, where foot-and-mouth disease had broken 
out, in the slaughter of animals by inexperienced slaughter- 
men who had not been properly instructed in the method 
of killing ; and would he consider the appointment of a 
Departmental Committee for the purpose of considering 
and investigating the manner in which animals were 
slaughtered under the foot-and-mouth disease orders issued 
by the Ministry. 

Mr. Guinness: My attention has been called to recent 
newspaper reports containing allegations of the kind 
mentioned in the first part of the question. These state- 
ments are not correct ; only inspectors of the Ministry and 
other persons properly qualified to slaughter animals are em- 
ployed in such duties in connection with the foot-and-mouth 
disease operations, and in every case humane methods of 
slaughtering are adopted. The answer to the last part 
of the question is, therefore, in the negative. 

Mr. Day asked whether the Minister had seen the state- 
ment made by Sir Maurice Levy, and ought not his Depart- 
ment to take some action in the matter. 

Mr. Guinness: I have, and I am satisfied, after careful 
examination, that there is absolutely no foundation for the 
statement. No pole-axe was used for this slaughter, and if 
the animals were slaughtered by a member of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, because they had broken 
loose, it was because there was no time to get a butcher 
to the spot. Mr. Buxton: Is it still the case that the 
humane killer is ordered by the Ministry and used in all 
cases ? Mr. Guinness: Yes, Sir; it is always used, and 
it was used by a member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons in this case. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


Rebuilding of the Royal Veterinary College. 
To THE EpiTorR or THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir, In the Veterinary Record of the 21st January last 
there appeared a letter from Major Hamilton Kirk in 
which he referred to the suggestion which he made to me 
that single-leaf pamphlets of appeal should be printed, 
and that Veterinary Surgeons should take a supply and 
enclose one with letters sent to their clients, friends or 
business people. I am pleased to be able to state that it 
has been decided to adopt Major Kirk’s suggestion, and 
copies of the leaflet will be gladly sent on application to the 
Principal or myself.—-Yours faithfully, T. C. Wicut, 
Secretary. 

Royal Veterinary College, 

Camden Town, N.W.1. 
February 28th, 1928. 


‘* The Modern Veterinary Adviser.’’ 
To THE EpiTror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir, —A friend of mine obtained and handed to me some 
publishers’ leaflets, descriptive of a recently-advertised 
book, ** The Modern Veterinary Adviser.’ The Editor, 
I find, is an eminent public health official (M.D., F.R.S.E.), 
and in the list of contributors are the names of several 
veterinary surgeons well known in the profession. Ac- 
companying the leaflets was a letter from the publishers, 
which I take the liberty of quoting :— 

“It must not be thought, however, that the ‘ Modern 
Veterinary Adviser’ is a book for Veterinary Surgeons— 
it has been written with the express intention of assisting 
owners of horses and cattle to dispense with the services of 
a Veterinary Surgeon in all but the most serious cases of 
illness and disease.” 

A very praiseworthy object, to be sure.—I am yours 
faithfully, DonaLD CAMPBELL. 

35 Calderwood Road, 

Rutherglen. 
February, 1928. 

The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following :—— 

Annual Administration (1925-6) and Statistical and 
General (1924-5) Reports of the Army Veterinary Service 
in India. 

Statistical and General Report, Army Veterinary Ser- 
vices, 1926-27. 

Communications from Dr. G. W. Clough, Lieut.-Col. 
J. W. Rainey and Mr. P. Vincent. 

Report of a meeting of the Yorkshire Division, from Mr. 
T. C. Hall, Hon. Secretary. 

Report of a meeting of the North Midland Division, from 
Mr. J. 8S. Lloyd, Hon. Secretary. 


Veterinary Medicine 
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D. M. D.V.S. 
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Medicine. 
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Subscription Price, 18/- a year. 
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ABORTUS VACCINE (Live Bacillus). 
ABORTUS VACCINE (Dead Bacillus). 


SWINE ERYSIPELAS SERUM oat teat 100 10. erm Free 


State examined at the Institute of Experimental Therapy, Frankfort. 
Each bottle bears Government Seal. 


SWINE ERYSIPELAS VACCINE. 
Specially prepared for use with this Serum. 


PRICES: 
Serum owe 100 cc. eee 6/6 
1,000 c.c.  60/- 
Vaccine .... Ampoule of 10 doses 1/- 
20 1/6 


Products of the Rhenish Serum Company, Cologne. 


We strongly advise the Lorenz Method (simultaneous inoculation with Serum 
and Vaccine) of protective inoculation against Swine Erysipelas. This inocu- 
lation is almost 100 per cent. effective. The Serum has a high curative value. - 


HUNGARIAN SWINE FEVER IMMUNISING SERUM 


(Original Hog Cholera Serum). 
Produced under State Control by Laboratory Ltd., Budapest. 
Price :—100 c.c., 10/-; 1,000 c.c., 100/- 
(Protective and Curative). 


This Serum is also of high potency, and timely inoculation of pigs in infected 
herds results in cutting down losses and rapidly stamping out the outbreak. 


BLACKLEG. strongly recommend 
Blackleg Aggressin. 


Product of Laboratory Ltd., Budapest. 
Germ-free —safe—and confers a long, lasting immunity. 
Special quotations for 200 or 1,000 doses. 


SUPPLIED TO THE VETERINARY PROFESSION ONLY. 


Full Particulars on application to :— 


International Serum Company 


(WILLIAM F HOWES). 


HAYMARKET CHAMBERS, NORWICH. 
Telegrams : “SERUM, NORWICH.” 
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